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Meeting etiquette

• Please arrive on time so we can dive straight into the 
agenda.

• Listen actively: Give speakers your full attention, avoid 
side conversations or interrupting.

• Create a supportive environment: Be respectful, value 
diverse opinions and use inclusive language.

• Treat people fairly, promote an integrated way of 
working and respect the dignity of members at all times.

• Use discretion and respect others. Harassment, bullying, 
intimidation or discrimination in any form are 
unacceptable.
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Agenda

North Western Waters Advisory Council

14:30 – 14:35 1. Welcome and introductions
• Welcome from the Chair (John Lynch)
• Apologies
• Adoption of the agenda
• Action points from the last meeting (29 October 2025) 

14:35 – 15:10 2. Dialogue with DG MARE – Norman Graham, DG MARE C.5

15:10 – 15:35 3. Updates on BIM trials in the Irish Sea – Matthew McHugh, BIM

15:35 – 15:45 4. Discussion on growing concerns regarding cable installations across the Irish Sea and 
the need for further analysis of their interactions with the fishing industry 

 
15:45 – 15:50 5. Small-scale Coastal Fisheries issue

15:50 – 15:55 6. NWWAC Work programme overview and planning for Y22 -Secretariat

15:55 – 16:00 7. AOB & Summary of actions agreed and decisions adopted by the Chair



Action points from the last meeting (29 Oct. 2025, Online)

North Western Waters Advisory Council

1 Working Group to follow up on BIM trials. Updates will be available at the beginning of 2026, and the 
Secretariat will invite BIM for March meeting.

2 Draft a letter to the European Commission highlighting the importance of stakeholder engagement when 
proposing technical and remedial measures. The letter should also reflect the fishing sector’s view that 
some existing data do not accurately represent conditions on the ground.

3 In response to growing concerns regarding cable installations across the Irish Sea and the need for further 
analysis of their interactions with the fishing industry, the Secretariat will:
- Contact the European Commission to enquire whether any EU-level guidelines, monitoring documents, 

or studies exist on the impacts of cable installations on the fishing sector.
- Raise the issue at the next Member States Technical Group meeting.
- Follow up with MARA (Irish Maritime Area Regulatory Authority) to confirm their availability to present 

on the matter at the March meeting.
4 Secretariat to follow up with the Marine Institute to arrange a presentation at the March meeting on 

Ireland’s new Strategy for Marine Research, Knowledge & Innovation 2025–2030.
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2.  Dialogue with the Commission – Norman Graham, DG MARE C.5
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3. Updates on BIM trials in the Irish Sea – Matthew McHugh, BIM
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4. Discussion on growing concerns regarding cable installations across the Irish 
Sea and the need for further analysis of their interactions with the fishing industry 
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5. Small-scale Coastal Fisheries issue

6. NWWAC Work programme overview and planning for Y22 - Secretariat
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7. AOB & Summary of actions agreed and decisions adopted by the Chair
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