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ICES Advisory Committee

….by employing the knowledge 
of ICES to effectively meet the 
societal needs for impartial 
evidence, and to generate state-
of-the-art advice on meeting 
conservation, management and 
sustainability goals.



Advice Production Process



Governed by
10 principles of advice

No other fisheries body has 
these specifically stated

https://doi.org/10.17895/ices.pub.30885011

https://doi.org/10.17895/ices.pub.30885011


Key requesters of advice
Advice & underpinning 
evidence 2025:
• 210 advisory documents 
• 100 expert group reports
• 60 new stock annexes
• 15 data calls
• 3 new technical guidelines 

documents



ICES advice in 2025
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Fisheries
180 stocks (4.7 mT) 85% MSY/MP & 15% PA
MPs Icelandic Haddock & Saithe, NSAS Herring
Spurdog Management Scenarios

Ecosystem services and effects
Recurrent VME & Bycatch advice
Impact of Offshore wind on fisheries & ecosystem
Aquaculture & Cumulative impacts advice

Overviews
Arctic & Oceanic Atlantic Ecosystem Overview
North Sea Aquaculture Overview
North Sea & Celtic Sea Fisheries Overviews 
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New advice tool in 2025 

FisheriesXplorer: communication and synthesis of 
regional information in support of EBFM 

https://ices-taf.shinyapps.io/fisheriesXplorer/ 

https://ices-taf.shinyapps.io/fisheriesXplorer/
https://ices-taf.shinyapps.io/fisheriesXplorer/
https://ices-taf.shinyapps.io/fisheriesXplorer/






Fisheries management performance 
in the ICES Area



Fisheries management performance 
in the ICES Area

Many stocks now 
fished < FMSY



Increasing Numbers of stock < Blim
Below average 

recruitment

Source: Dr. Hans Gerritsen, Marine Institute Ireland



Advice Change trends



Stocks with retrospective patterns
SSB only  2019 % 2020 % 2021 % 2022 % 2023 % 2024 % 2025 % 

Stocks with Mohn’s 

rho values reported 

71  54  74  70  73  93  72  

Stocks without lar ge 

retrospective 

inconsistency 

52 73 37 69 52 70 54 77 53 73 76 82 59 82 

Stock with lar ge 

retrospective 

inconsistency 

19 27 17 31 22 30 16 23 20 27 17 18 13 18 

               

F only  2019 % 2020 % 2021 % 2022 % 2023 % 2024 % 2025 % 

Stocks with Mohn’s 

rho values reported 

71  54 
 

74  70  73  93  72  

Stocks without lar ge 

retrospective 

inconsistency 

53 75 42 78 51 69 53 76 56 77 75 81 57 79 

Stock with lar ge 

retrospective 

inconsistency 

18 25 12 22 23 31 17 24 17 23 18 19 15 21 

               

SSB or F 2019 % 2020 % 2021 % 2022 % 2023 % 2024 % 2025 % 

Stocks with Mohn’s 

rho values reported 

71  54 
 

74  70  73  93  72  

Stocks without lar ge 

retrospective 

inconsistency 

47 66 34 63 44 59 46 66 48 66 73 78 54 75 

Stock with lar ge 

retrospective 

inconsistency 

24 34 20 37 30 41 24 34 25 34 20 22 18 25 

 





Overview of meeting participation 2025

Requester/Organisation
Number of 

meetings/presentations
Coastal States 6
EU DGMARE 6
BALTFISH 2
NASCO 1
NEAFC 5
OSPAR 1
GNSBI 1
Iceland 1
ASCOBANS 2
BSAC 4
NWWAC 7
PELAC 3
NFA 1
Conference 1
FAO 2



New developments in 2025
• Economic, social and ecological impacts of 

offshore wind farms (OWFs) and floating 
offshore wind farms (FLOWs) on fisheries in the 
Baltic Sea, Celtic Seas, and Greater North Sea
https://doi.org/10.17895/ices.advice.28759328 

• WKOMO – Workshop to scope harmonized regional monitoring 
schemes to assess the impact of offshore windfarms on fish, 
pelagic, benthic communities and ecosystem functions (26 – 28 
May) https://www.ices.dk/community/groups/Pages/WKOMO.aspx)

• WKDISM – Workshop to develop an ICES Survey mitigation 
strategy (23 – 27 June 2025) https://www.ices.dk/community/groups/Pages/WKDISM.aspx

• The Netherlands request on Cumulative 
Impact Assessment, on behalf of the Greater 
North Sea Basin Initiative (GNSBI)
https://doi.org/10.17895/ices.advice.30530813

https://doi.org/10.17895/ices.advice.28759328
https://www.ices.dk/community/groups/Pages/WKOMO.aspx
https://www.ices.dk/community/groups/Pages/WKDISM.aspx
https://doi.org/10.17895/ices.advice.30530813


Management Plan Evaluations

Herring in the North Sea 

Haddock in Iceland

Saithe in Iceland



Special Requests- GIRAF Iceland



Ecosystem and climate informed 
advice in 2025 
Developing science in support of actionable, ecosystem informed advice  

https://doi.org/10.17895/ices.pub.31065283 https://doi.org/10.17895/ices.pub.28759463   

https://doi.org/10.17895/ices.pub.31065283
https://doi.org/10.17895/ices.pub.28759463


Looking Forward to 2026 Special Requests

Feb

Northern Shelf 
Cod – Trilateral 
Special Request

Feb

NEAFC 
Collection Bags 
2 Special 
Request

Apr

Support for 
D6C5 Threshold 
Values

Sept.

VME advice

Dec

LTMS on North 
Sea Saithe

Dec

Bycatch of 
Marine 
Mammals in the 
OSPAR area

PowerBi Link to 2026 Advice Process

To be scheduled
• UK-GNSBI Request on Nature Restoration In the North Sea
• DGENV Request on D3C3
• DGENV Request on MS bycatch monitoring programmes
• DGMARE Request on VMEs

https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiZDI1MzY5ZWUtODU2My00Mzk4LTk3M2ItYjQxODBiYjFmNjExIiwidCI6ImUwYjIyMGNlLTU3MzUtNDQ2OC05MWRmLTA1Y2FlNWZmMWZkYyIsImMiOjl9&pageName=ac60d8e2c4c98699ed0e&pageName=0ba2a66366e6098b935e


Benchmark planning 
https://www.ices.dk/about-ICES/how-we-work/Pages/benchmarks.aspx 

https://doi.org/10.17895/ices.pub.22316743 

https://www.ices.dk/about-ICES/how-we-work/Pages/benchmarks.aspx
https://www.ices.dk/about-ICES/how-we-work/Pages/benchmarks.aspx
https://www.ices.dk/about-ICES/how-we-work/Pages/benchmarks.aspx
https://www.ices.dk/about-ICES/how-we-work/Pages/benchmarks.aspx
https://www.ices.dk/about-ICES/how-we-work/Pages/benchmarks.aspx
https://www.ices.dk/about-ICES/how-we-work/Pages/benchmarks.aspx
https://www.ices.dk/about-ICES/how-we-work/Pages/benchmarks.aspx
https://doi.org/10.17895/ices.pub.22316743




Options discussed & conclusions of the TT
Task/Option Discussed Conclusion / Group Consensus

Single Stock SAM (including 6A) Will be revisited as a baseline; not the old North Sea SAM, but 
including 43a20 and 6a.

Multi-Stock SAM Will be used as-is (from the working group) or with minor tweaks if 
feasible; no major changes expected this year.

Stock Synthesis Model Not prioritized for this cycle; because it may not add value without 
spatially disaggregated data; possible for future work.

Management Strategy Evaluation 
(MSE)

Not feasible within the current timeline; may be recommended for 
future exploration and the single stocks and multi-stock model could 
be used to condition Operating Models for testing the performance of 
the single stock model.

Forecast Method Improvements
Focus on improving forecast methods, especially to address causes of 
the percieved optimistic stock development. Furthermore consideration 
should be given to better match advisory needs.

Data Compilation (spatial catch-at-
age)

Recognized as a limitation; not possible for this cycle, but flagged as 
important for future benchmarks.

Stakeholder/Working Group 
Involvement

Assessment working group and stakeholders to review and approve 
work plan before starting; maintain communication.



icesmarine

ICESmarine

www.ices.dk ICESmarine

@icesmarine.bsky.social

Explore, connect, engage

Thank you
Open for questions and comments

https://www.linkedin.com/company/icesmarine/posts/?feedView=all
https://www.youtube.com/ICESmarine
https://ices.dk/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.facebook.com/ICESmarine/
https://bsky.app/profile/ices-eu.bsky.social
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