ADVANCING ELASMOBRANCH
ASSESSMENTS: ENHANCING
THE USE OF SURVEY DATA
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ICES Categories

Category 1 — Full assessment, reference points, forecast — Spurdog. No skate or ray
stock

Category 2- Full assessment, reference points, partial forecast. 9 stocks e.g Cuckoo
ray in 27.678abd — requires benchmark assessment

Category 3 — Trends based assessment, proxy reference points. Multiple stocks

Category 4 — Partial assessment, bycatch species only — no skate or ray stocks
Category 5 — No assessment, Only catch data available. Multiple stocks e.g. blonde
ray in 27.4a6.

Category 6 — No assessment. Limited data available. Some stocks, mainly already
protected.
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* 20% cut every three cycles to aIIow for uncertainty

* Declining advice over time
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WHY?

Make our assessments “better” by using best available data

Are we making use of all available surveys?

* New surveys/time series R
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e Changes to the assessment process for several ray stocks
e Standards set for using elasmobranch survey data

e Standardisation of which surveys used and how they are combined

ay' Agreement for certain length thresholds — “Exploitable” vs Total biomass.
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* Include more surveys as appropriate { )

. Irhprove stocks from Category 5 to Category 3
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SURVEYS
* Use of additional surveys in process

* Irish Anglerfish and Megrim Survey
(IAMS)

UK channel surveys

* French Channel surveys

* Alternatives to surveys in Portugal
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e 12 stocks examined
e Black-mouth dogfish

* Only Spanish Porcupine survey used

e Spotted ray, West of Ireland.
* |GFS previously used
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* Dipturus nidarosiensis

* Dipturus oxyrinchus
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DIPTURUS DATA

* Available data from IAMS (Ire), IGFS (Ire) and EVHOE (Fra).

Dipturus batis Dipturus intermedius

Abundance per haul

IE-IAMS

IE-IC
NS-IBTS
SCOROC
SCOWCGFS

SP-PORC
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- * Thornback ray in 7e (Western English Channel) to include i

« UK Q1 Beamtrawl survey
* UKFSP survey
* FR-WChannel Groundfish survey

,-\ * And therefore should upgrade from Category 5 to 3.
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LENGTH DATA — NEW PROCEDURES SINCE 2021

* |ICES Category 3 now uses length data in all assessments

* Category 3 — Trends based assessment, proxy reference points

* Needs good size range

Should be commercial, can be survey (not ideal)

 Limited for certain stocks

Exploitable v total biomass — which lengths?

e Recommended changes for cuckoo ray in North Sea.



FINAL RECOMMENDATIONS

Use IAMS data for blackmouth dogfish in NE Atlantic, and spotted ray in
W of Ireland assessments

Use UK-Q1-SWBeam, UK-FSP and FR-WCGFS surveys for thornback ray
assesment in Western Channel.

Provide individual advice for Dipturus batis and D. intermedius in the
Celtic Seas Ecoregion

Cuckoo ray in North Sea should use lower than currently-used exploitable
biomass (30cm vs 50cm)

Consider using Norwegian Longline spurdog data in spurdog assessment

Develop further methods for the use of LPUE data where survey data are
not available.
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* Happens better in some countries than others.

* See France using lack of data as impetus to collect and upgrade assessment category

/\ * Collecting for rjh.27.7e to get out of declining advice system
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