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Year 7 (October 2011 - September 2012)

Work Programme Review 



Year 7

20 Meetings of the RAC 



Year 7 – RAC Meetings (I)

� 1 General Assembly (Dublin, 27 October 2011)

� 4 Executive Committee

� Dublin, 27 October 2011

� Paris, 29 February 2012

� Dublin, 5 July 2012

� Dublin, 26 September 2012

� 3 sets of 4 Sub-regional Working Groups

� Dublin, 28 October 2011

� Paris, 28 February 2012

� Dublin, 4 July 2012



Year 7 – RAC Meetings (II)

� 8 Focus Groups:

� 3 Review of Cod Recovery Plans 

Dublin, 27 October 2011; 22 March 2012; 31 July 2012

� 2 Celtic Sea Mixed Demersal Fisheries

Paris, February 2012; Dublin, 22 March 2012

� 2 Skates, Rays and Sharks Paris, 29 Feb.; Dublin, 26 Sept. 2012

� 1 Irish Sea Mixed Fisheries MAMP Dublin, 5 July 2012



Year 7 – RAC Meetings (III)

� 4 other meetings (Coordination / Seminars / Workshops)

� Meeting NWWRAC-DG MARE to explore funding options for an study 

to develop a management decision tool for a MAMP Celtic Sea

Brussels, 18 April 2012

� Annual Presentation of ICES Advice for 2012  - Dublin, 3 July 2012

� Workshop on Control and Compliance in North Western waters

Dublin Castle, 3 July 2012

� Bilateral meeting NWWRAC-DG MARE on Fishing Effort 

Brussels, 13 July 2012



Year 7

External Meetings



External Meetings Y7 (I) – Some examples

� VII Annual Meeting between ICES and the RACs (MIRAC)

The Hague, 23-24 January 2012

� ICES Benchmark Workshops (WROUND – WKFLAT-WKLIFE)

Aberdeen – Bilbao-Lisbon, February-March 2012

� ICES-STECF Meetings on Evaluation of Cod Management Plan and 

Mixed Fisheries approach for area based management plans

Edinburgh, July 2012

� Coordination Meetings DG MARE-RACs-ACFA

Brussels, Dec. 2011; 21 Feb.; and 28 Sept. 2012



External Meetings Y7 (II) – Some examples

� ICES-STECF Joint Scoping Meeting on Review of LTMP for Cod 
Stocks

� EC Seminar on the State of European Fish Stocks in 2012 

Brussels, 26 September

� STECF EWG on Mixed Fisheries Multiannual Plans

� EFCA Advisory Board Meetings

Brussels, 21 February



Year 7 - Letters, Opinions and Advice

20 submissions

All public and available in the publications section of the 

NWWRAC website: www.nwwrac.org



Letters, Opinions and Advice 
Type of Advice produced - Main areas of Work:

� CFP Reform

� EC Fishing Opportunities for 2012/2013

� Data Quality for Stock Assessments

� Mixed Fisheries MAMPs

� Review of Cod Management Plan

� TCM/Selectivity/Discards for the Celtic Sea (VIIfg)

� Skates, Rays and Sharks



Letters, Opinions and Advice
List of NWWRAC documents produced (I)

� Proposal on Gear Selectivity Measures for Celtic Sea (VIIfg) –

Use of Square Mesh Panels in trawl and seine fisheries (13/10/2011)

� Letter requesting for Additional Funding for Projects related to the 

development of a MAMP for Celtic Sea Mixed Demersal Fisheries 

(ICES VIIfg) (18/11/2011)

� Opinion on CFP Reform – EC Proposal of Basic Regulation (28/11/2011)

� Advice on Nephrops Management for Area VII for 2012 (12/12/2011)

� Written submission on removal of VIa haddock from catch composition 

rules - Reply to request from UK (19/12/2011)



Letters, Opinions and Advice
List of NWWRAC documents produced (II)

� InterRAC letter to EP Fisheries Committee requesting a Public Hearing 

on the Role of the RACs within the CFP Reform (21/12/2011)

� Letter on Clarification of rules on gear marking (9/2/2012)

� InterRAC letter on Perspectives of the Functioning of the RACs –

Administrative and financial issues (16/2/2012)

� InterRAC position paper on the role of the RACs in the CFP Reform –

Presentation at EP Public Hearing on Regionalisation (21/3/2012)

� Special request to EC/ICES on Advice for Common Skate (30/3/2011)



Letters, Opinions and Advice
List of NWWRAC documents produced (III)

� Letter clarifying proposal on gear selectivity for Celtic Sea (5/4/2012)

� Position Paper on Interim Measures for Improving the Implementation 

of the Cod Management Plan (EC Reg. 1342/2008)  (5/4/2012)

� Position on Cod Mgment. – Breaking the Cycle of Decline 

West of Scotland and Irish Sea Demersal Fisheries (16/6/2012)

� Letter on Rules of marking and identification of fixed gears and beam 

trawl –Control Regulations (12/7/2012) 

� Work Progress Report to ICES on Data Deficiencies NWW demersal 

stocks  (31/7/2012)



Letters, Opinions and Advice
List of NWWRAC documents produced (IV)

� Letter on TCMs – Interpretation of rules from Regs. 850/98, 494/02 

and 517/08 (2/8/2012)

� Letter on uncertainties surrounding Eastern Channel Cod (2/8/2012)

� Letter on ICES new approach and methodology to data limited stocks -

margin of precaution (2/8/2012)

� Letter on clash dates between Commission and RAC mtgs. (12/9/2012)

� Response to Communication on Fishing Opportunities 2013 (27/9/12)



Year 8 (October 2012 – September 2013)

Work Programme



Proposed work programme (I)

PRIORITY WORK AREAS FOR NWWRAC FOR YEAR 8 

(2012-2013)

Extracted from the NWWRAC Work Programme for Year 8 to be 

submitted to the Commission the 27 September 2012)

� CFP Reform

�Mixed Fisheries Multiannual Management Plans VI-VII

�Quality of Scientific and Economic Data



Proposed work programme (II)

PRIORITY WORK AREAS FOR NWWRAC FOR YEAR 8 

(2012-2013)

�Technical Conservation Measures / Discards

�Marine Spatial Planning and Natura 2000 / OSPAR

�Effort regime / access to western waters

�Deepwater habitats and species



Year 8 - Proposed Calendar of Meetings (I)

� (Joint) RAC Focus Group on Deepwater Habitats and Species  

Late October / Early November 2012 (Venue TBC)

� Focus Group on Cod Recovery West of Scotland and Irish Sea 

October/November 2012, Dublin

� Focus Group on Celtic Sea Mixed Fisheries

October/November 2012, Dublin

� WKDDRAC3 – Coordination Meeting between ICES and RACs on DLS

December 2012 / January 2013 (Venue TBC)



Year 8 - Proposed Calendar of Meetings (II)

� Working Groups and Executive Committee

Late January 2013, Paris / Madrid

� Working Groups and Executive Committee 

16-18 April 2013, Bilbao

� Working Groups and Executive Committee 

July 2013, Venue TBC

� General Assembly and Executive Committee 

18-19 September 2013, Dublin Castle



Year 8 - Focus Groups (I)

Funding for 5 Focus Groups (1/2 day duration each)

� 2 ONGOING: Cod Recovery and Celtic Sea MAMPs

� 3 MORE AVAILABLE – some suggested topics:

� Hake, Anglerfish and Megrim

� Marine Spatial Planning / MPAs

� Non TAC species (seabass, turbot, pollock, scallops…)

Number of Focus Groups might increase if linked to other RAC meetings 
(depending on budget availability)



Year 8 - Focus Groups (II)

Procedure to apply:

� Call of interest – 3 steps process

� Suggestions of Topics by relevant members.

� Application forms addressed to Working Group Chairs.

� Final Selection by the Executive Committee.

� Interpretation services only if requested

� Depending on funding availability.

� Will seek sponsorship from Member States/private donors.




