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From Richard Benyon MP
Minister for Natural Environment and Fisheries

Deay Me Aomloown,

Thank you for your letter dated 29 July about your concerns over the timetable for
inclusion of data in the process of establishing a network of marine protected areas
(MPAs) around the UK seas.

The Government is committed to creating an ecologically coherent network of MPAs. The
network will consist of national sites (Marine Conservation Zones, MCZs), European
designations such as Special Areas of Conservation under the EU Habitats Directive and
Special Protection Areas under the wild Birds Directive, marine elements of Sites of
Special Scientific Interest, and sites designated under the Ramsar Convention. The
network is planned to be substantially complete by the end of 2012. Although the work
involved in meeting this deadline is challenging, | have been reassured by the delivery
partners that it remains realistic and can be achieved without sacrificing quality for the
speed of delivery.

The impact of MCZs on fishing will depend on what the MCZ has been designated to
protect, the objectives of that protection, and the management measures proposed. The
Government intends for MCZs to be multi-use areas of the sea, wherever possible, and to
minimise their adverse impacts on the fishing industry (and other industries). That is one
of the reasons why fishermen themselves are actively involved in selecting possible MCZs
to propose to the Government. Achieving a site’s conservation objectives, and allowing
some commercial exploitation, will often be compatible. However, fishing clearly does
have the potential to harm some habitats and species that we wish to protect through
establishing MCZs. Whether fishing is able to continue as now, is further regulated to



some degree, or is banned in an area, will depend on the plants and animals we are trying
to protect and the type and intensity of the fishing that is going on.

| recognise, of course, that if fishermen are prevented from fishing in one area by the
creation of a MCZ, they will move to another. When decisions are taken on which sites to
designate as MCZs, these .will be in the light of impact assessments that set out any
expected consequences of creating those zones. The Government’s decisions will reflect
its policy of promoting a long term and sustainable future for the fishing industry, and its
desire to see a healthy marine ecosystem in UK waters.
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