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Key Points  
 
Council Decision  
The NWWRAC would reiterate its concerns about the way that this prohibition has 
been agreed within the Council without adequate discussion with the stakeholders and 
on the basis of uncertain science.  
 
Clean up 
We consider it vitally important that a programme to detect and recover abandoned 
and lost gillnets in the principal fishing areas. This should be based on intelligence 
provided by the fishing industry sector and be developed in conjunction with 
scientists.  
 
List of vessels  
A list of vessels in the three different fisheries (hake, anglerfish and deepwater shark) 
affected by this ban must be established. This is a fundamental requirement as a first 
step towards new management.  
 
Reopening of the Hake Fishery and Adequate Protection for Deepwater Species  
Priority is for the reopening of the Hake fishery and to put in place management 
measures that ensure adequate protection for deepwater species, deepwater crab and 
monkfish 
 
Hake Fishery  
Industry consider that the inclusion of the Hake gillnet fishery in the prohibition was 
misguided and based on an inadequate understanding of the fishery 
 

a. The DEEPNET report makes no reference to the hake fishery 
b. The operational practise of the hake fishery (hauling every 24hours to 

ensure maximum marketable catch, working only the gear that vessels can 
haul and clean within 24 hours and nets being constantly monitored) 
suggests that its inclusion in the prohibition was an oversight 

 
We therefore consider that the Commission should find the means to remove the Hake 
fishery from the prohibition with immediate affect on the grounds that its inclusion is 
unjustified.  
 
To confirm that the Hake fishery operates with responsible practises as described 
above and without damage to the deepwater stocks, an observer programme covering 
an appropriate percentage of the Hake voyages must accompany the opening of this 
fishery. 
 
The views expressed here represent the unanimous views of the NWWRAC subject to 
a reservation by the environmental NGO’s pending scientific confirmation of the 
operational practises; including bycatch and discarding; and the sustainability of the 
Hake fishery.  



 

 
 
 
Anglerfish and Deepwater Shark 
 
One of the principal problems with the prohibition is that it denies the opportunity to 
gather definitive data on issues such as soak times, abandon nets, loss gear, discarded 
gear, bycatch and length of nets in the anglerfish and deepwater shark fishery. These 
are the issues that must be addressed by management measures and we therefore 
consider that a programme of research voyages under a fisheries science partnership 
should be initiated with immediate effect. The programme should be soundly based 
on scientific principles using commercial fishing vessels.  The aim would be to 
generate meaningful data that would be considered by STECF and that would inform 
a new and effective management regime. We would anticipate that observers would 
pay particular attention to soak times, bycatch, rate of net loss and length of gear 
deployed and hauled. The criteria set down by this programme should be the bases of 
future management regime for this fishery. 
 
Based on recent ICES advice, there is a minority position within the NWWRAC that 
does not support any reopening of the Deepwater shark fisheries.   
 
Compensation 
In view of the social and economic impact of the prohibition the NWWRAC 
considers it appropriate that vessel operators displaced by the ban should be eligible 
to claim against Community funds.  
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