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Subject: NWWRAC advice on fishing opportunities for 2008

Thank you for the NWWRAC advice for 2008. The Commission has, of course,
considered this in the context of the end-year decisions concerning fishing opportunities.
The Commission will be presenting its "Policy Statement" communication in the first
quarter of 2008 and this will address some of the matters you raise, but I will now take
the opportunity to reply in some detail.

Frontloading

I expect that in 2008 ICES will deliver its advice concerning most demersal stocks in
June and that STECF will advise in July. This will allow considerable time for reflection
during the year. However, as the advice concerning the large migratory pelagic stocks
will not be provided until the autumn, the whole set of fishing opportunities will only be
decided at the end of the year. My services are committed to an in-year discussion
concerning fishing opportunities with the NWWRAC as well as with the other RACs and
ACFA.

Scientific Data

The main reason why scientific analyses are not as complete as they should be is that
catch data concemning a number of fisheries in the North-Western area have not been
sufficiently reliable. Additionally in some areas biologists have not had access to sample
fish in markets or on board fishing vessels. In order to resolve this problem I would urge
your members to report catches correctly and fully and to facilitate access for scientific
observers and sampling teams to the fisheries concerned.

"Under-utilised stocks and data-deficient stocks"

When a precise assessment of the state of a fish stock is not available for the reasons
given in the previous paragraph, using a "laissez-faire" approach to management, such as
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by leaving a TAC unchanged, would not be responsible. It would also not be responsible
to wait for incontrovertible evidence of a problem before taking protective action. As
well as going against the internationally-accepted precautionary approach, this would be
neither sensible nor in the best interests of the industry.

Correct data should be collected and the appropriate analyses conducted. Until the state
of the stock is understood, it would be inappropriate to allow an expansion of the
fisheries concerned. This is why the Commission, and in accord with scientific advice,
proposed to set TACs closer to the level of real recent fishing opportunities until the data
problems are resolved and the state of the stocks is better understood.

I will not come back to this issue in this letter in respect of specific stocks where the
approach has been questioned by the NWWRAC.

Comments on Specific Stocks

Cod in Via

The stock is at an extremely low level and further reductions in fishing mortality are
clearly needed. Based on the Commission's proposal, the Council agreed a set of
measures including a reduction in baseline effort, a lower TAC, and incentives (as
additional effort} for avoiding cod catches. In 2008, the Commission will propose a
revised cod recovery plan including simpler rules for effort management,

Haddock in Vb and Via

The TAC was agreed for 2007 at that level of catches that would keep the stock just
inside the precautionary biomass level, For 2008, the Commission proposed a TAC on
the same basis (in figures, 4550t). However, Council decided on a TAC of 6120t.

Rockall haddock, Northern Shelf Anglerfish and Saithe
The Commission and the Council agreed with the NWWRAC recommendations.
Whiting in VIa

This stock is at a very low level and seriously in need of conservation measures. The
Council agreed on a 25% reduction in the TAC to 765t. I agree with the NWWRAC
conclusion that improvements in selectivity could address discard levels. Whereas
Council agreed to develop pilot projects concerning whiting discard reduction in the
North Sea, this obligation was not extended to the western waters. I would therefore
encourage the NWWRAC to advise on appropriate technical measures to reduce whiting
discards in the Vla (and also Vlla), drawing on the experience in the North Sea as
appropriate.

Cod VIIb-k

The stock continues to be at a low level despite several years of implementation of the
"Trevose Closure". The TAC reduction agreed by Council was well warranted by
scientific advice and will create an incentive for fishermen to catch less cod. More work
on conservation is needed, and the Commission will be proposing the incorporation of
this stock into the revised cod recovery plan. We will certainly need more discussions on

this topic during 2008.
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Northern Hake

The Commission agrees with the NWWRAC advice concerning Northern hake and will
present a proposal concerning the long-term management of this stock early in 2008.

Plaice VIIe
The Commission could accept a TAC consistent with the NWWRAC advice.
Sole VIle

The TAC adopted is a 15% reduction, which follows from the application of the multi-
annual plan for Western Channel sole. This plan follows a three-yearly stepwise approach
to fishing mortality reductions, with TACs adapted in consequence,

Irish Sea Data enhancement

The Commission is well aware of the poor reporting of catch data and biological
sampling information in the Irish Sea. As a first step, landings reporting requirements
should be met and biological data (including observer data on discards) should be
collected to meet the requirements of the Data Collection Regulation. Once these
requirements are met, incentives are available for additional data to be collected by
means of higher allocations of fishing effort.

The Commission expects that improved data provision will result in improved scientific
advice, though it may take some time to build a new series of reliable information.

Queenie scallop fisheries in the Isle of Man
Please do send the additional information that you refer to.

Thank you for providing the NWWRACs advice. I look forward to a fruitful dialogue
concerning fisheriecs management issues during 2008.

Yours sincerely,
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