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Dr Nolan,

The EU Action Plan on Sharks adopted in 2009 foresees the promotion of improved species-
specific monitoring of shark catches and landings as well as improving, in cooperation with
FAO and relevant fisheries management bodies, the reporting of catch, by-catch and discards
of sharks and rays, at species level where possible.

For this purpose, the European Commission (DG MARE) signed a grant agreement with the
FAQ for the production of a catalogue and two pocket guides aimed at unprovmg the
ldenhﬁcatlon of sharks, batoids and chimaeras in the North Atlantic.

The identification guides have been designed to assist fishers, scientific observers, at-sea
and port inspectors and other practitioners to implement relevant management measures
in the North Atlantic. Scientists and the interested public will also benefi t frorn the
comprehensive regional catalogue. »

Two major products (in English) for the identification of the elasmobranches in the North
Atlantic have been produced: !

1. Regional catalogue of sharks and rays of the North Atlantic relevant to
fisheries management, focusing on commercial and on vulnerable species. The
catalogue includes a general introduction including comprehensive descnptlon of
each family as well as classification keys.

The catalogue is available in electronic format (high-Quality PDF) on CD ROMs
attached to each pocket guide and on the web:

http://www.fao.org/docrep/017/i3178e/i3178e.pdf

2. Sharks and Rays pocket guides. 2.000 water-proof pocket guides for each
species groups containing a selection of up to 40 of the most important
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commercial and/or vulnerable species for each species groups. Of these, 1500

pocket guides for each species groups have been made available to the European
Commission,

The printing of the pocket guides has just been finalised by the FAO and should be made
available to the potential users. The intention is to provide and disseminate thes;e tools as
soon as possible. For this purpose, we are seeking the collaboration of Regional Advisory
Councils, EU Member States and RFMOs, in order to reach the largest possible diffusion
of the limited number of copies available. Due to budgetary constraints, we are obliged to
limit the number of copies of this first edition of the pocket guides allocated to the North

Western Waters RAC to 100 copies. You will find attached a sample of the pocket guides
and catalogue.

I would appreciate you let me know whether the NWWRAC would be ready to collaborate
in the distribution of up to 100 copies to relevant stakeholders, such as producers
organisations, and fishermen associations. In the affirmative, please let us know how many
copies you need within the above mentioned limit'. We encourage you to allocateja number
of copies to fishermen in order to have their feedback on the usefulness of this mateﬁd.

We envisage a new edition of the pocket guides in the medium term, mainly intended to the
use of fishermen at sea, depending on the success and feedback received on this ﬁrst edition.

Should you have any doubt or suggestion on the issues raised above or the way 1o proceed
please do not hesitate to contact us. '

Sincerely yours,

Stefaan DEPYPERE
Director

! Please send this information by e-mail to Mr. Antonio Ferndndez Aguirre to the following e-mall address:
antonio.fernandez-aguirre@ec.europa.eu i




