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Dear Mr Armstrong, 

Thank you for letter on the Communication from the European Commission concerning 
fishing opportunities for 2014. You will find below our response, especially the follow-
up that the Commission intends to give to the points raised. For sake of clarity, we will 
follow the structure of your letter, unless a reply to a topic raised is not required. 

1. Introduction 

Following the successful finalization of the reform negotiations we are all in front of a set 
of challenges to ensure that the new policy delivers the expected results. The objectives 
of the new CFP are ambitious, and in most of the areas that you highlight it requires that 
the targets are achieved gradually and with the close involvement of all players. It is 
encouraging to receive confirmation of your engagement in this work. 

Your commitment to MSY is important. We are making good progress, with an 
increasing number of stocks in the Northeast Atlantic now exploited within MSY 
boundaries. The new CFP does indeed foresee flexibility in that it indicates that MSY 
shall be reached by 2015 where possible and, at the latest by 2020 for all stocks. This 
flexibility should not be taken as a general exception to the 2015 deadline, but rather as 
an option that could be used where circumstances do fully justify it. In setting proposals 
for total allowable catches (TAC), the Commission makes forthright use of the advice 
from ICES and applies the framework as detailed in the Communication on the fishing 
opportunities. 
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The implementation of the landing obligation will require discussions and practical 
collaboration and understanding between the actors in the region. Initiatives to that effect 
are already underway for certain fisheries and regions, and we are ready to engage in 
these discussions and to help facilitate with scientific and advisory support. 

2. State of Fish Stocks 

We agree with you that data collection and assessment need further improvement in order 
to facilitate stock management under the MSY target, and we see special importance of 
doing this in the area of the NWWRAC's remit. In this respect, We would like draw your 
attention to the funding opportunities under the EMFF, which allocates sufficient 
resources for data collection. 

We strongly encourage you to continue your work on this topic. We are aware of the 
limitation of science resources in ICES in relation to your initiatives, but we will make an 
additional effort to improve the situation in the near future. Of course, contributions by 
the sector to accurate reporting of catches will be very important, as will access for 
scientific observers to monitor discard rates. 

Any further developments in selectivity improvements concerning cod, haddock and 
whiting in the Western Waters are very welcome and we expect the NWWRAC to 
develop and to foster the use of such measures. 

On the Porcupine Bank, we would like to invite you to consider carefully the advice 
provided by STECF in 2013. My services are looking forward to any NWWRAC 
proposal on the further protection that needs to be applied to ensure the long term 
sustainability of Nephrops in this area including the operation of a sub TAC and closure 
in 2014. 

3. Economic analysis 

We fully share NWWRAC's desire for improved economic and social information. The 
basis for such improvements lies in robust economic and social data under the Data 
Collection Framework. We will need this knowledge in support of the future 
development and implementation of (multiannual and discard) plans under the 
regionalized approach. 

4. Policy directions 

Developments in scientific advice for stocks where information in incomplete 

The ICES advice for precautionary reductions on data-poor stocks is considered as a first, 
careful step in providing advice on these stocks. Once the initial precautionary reduction 
has been applied, advice would then follow to stabilise catches at the new level, unless 
new information indicates a need for further change; there is no intention to repeat new 
precautionary reductions every year. Naturally we welcome your contributions to 
improve data availability and quality. 
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Obligation to land all catches 

We appreciate the NWWRAC's collaborative work to prepare the landing obligation. My 
services are ready to work with you and the Member States where possible in preparation 
of the plans that are required for its implementation, both through answering specific 
queries regarding implementation whenever possible, through participation in meetings 
or by requesting scientific advice. 

5. Management by multi-annual plans 

Under the agreement on the reformed CFP the European Parliament and the Council have 
set up an inter-institutional Task Force in pursuit of solution for the institutional impasse. 
Like the NWWRAC, the Commission is keen to see progress on the issue of long-term 
plan development and has been working actively within the context of this Task Force to 
help facilitate a solution. 

6. Method for proposing TACs 

We are pleased to learn that NWWRAC supports the principles for the setting of TACs 
for 2014, and have taken note of your specific comments on the MSY framework. We 
hope for your understanding of the above-developed explanations. 

Thank you for your continued interest and constructive input. If you have any question 
on this reply, you can contact Evangelia Georgiisi, coordinator of the Regional Advisory 
Councils (evangelia.georgitsi@ec.europa.eu: +32.2.295.04.43). 

Yours sincerely, 

Lowri Evans 
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