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Dear Mr. Lambourn,

‘Thank you for your letter of 8 July 2011 in which you ask, on behalf of the North-

Western Waters RAC, for an in-year increase of the TAC for the stock of Celtic Sea cod.

I agree with you that the situation of the Celtic Sea cod is a special one, given that the
TAC fixed for this year was based on an advice that underestimated the 2009 year class.

Our reading of the ICES June advice is that first, discards could be avoided by proper
fishing effort management. The Commission has requested effort restrictions in ICES
divisions VII fg for a number of years.

Second, ICES states that "the historical dynamics of Celtic Sea cod have been
“recruitment driven”, i.e. the stock increased in response to good recruitments and
decreased rapidly during times of poor recruitment. Recruitment in recent years has been
poor except for the 2009 year class, which is estimated to be the strongest since 2000.
Fishing mortality should be reduced in the longer term to maximize the contributions of
recruitment to future SSB and yield. This will result in reduced risk to the stock.
Concerning this fishing mortality in the longer term, I would like to mention that the
STECEF is of the opinion that a value lower than 0.4 should be used, for instance 0.26.

We are convinced that we have to use the good growth of this stock to have a more
mature age composition in the catches, allowing the stock to produce more good year
classes, and allowing the fishermen to extract more catch weight from the stock. I trust
that the NWWRAC will discuss such an objective in the context of the formulation of a
long-term plan for the region, and look into possible answers such as larger mesh sizes,
additional closed areas and/or effort limitations.
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Third, there are extremely high discards of haddock and whiting in the mixed demersal
fishery, and also the Nephrops fishery, which evidently cannot be reduced by increasing
the cod quota. I know very well that the RAC spends a lot of effort on developing

selective measures so that more young fish of haddock and whiting can escape from the
nets. This effort is much appreciated.

As Commissioner Damanaki has stated in the Fisheries Council of July 19, the
Commission is ready to examine the case of an in-year increase of the cod quota, at the
same time insisting that technical measures be implemented that help reduce discards of
haddock, whiting, and preferably also young cod. In order to ensure this approach, the
Commission has asked STECF to work on the specification of those technical measures,
and I am sure that the work done by the Marine Institute of Ireland and other institutions
in this context will be of great help.

Yours sincerely,

A
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