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Ireland

Subject: Assessment on seasonal closures for the blue ling

Dear Mr. Lambourn,

Thank you for your letter of 11 July 2011 in which the NWWRAC requests that an
assessment of the seasonal closures currently in force for blue ling is carried out to
ascertain whether or not its implementation has been positive for the recovery of the
stock. I would like to thank the NWWRAC's commitment to contribute in a meaningful
way to the management of this stock.

As you may know, the technical measures involving the seasonal closures for the blue
ling, which were established following scientific analysis and consultations with
stakeholders in 2008, have been recently extended to the end of 2012 (Council
Regulation (EU) No 579/2011 of 8 June 2011). We appreciate the strict adherence to this
measure by the industry and agree that it is now time to assess the seasonal closure and
monitor the effectiveness of these protection areas for rebuilding of the stocks.

Therefore, I would like to confirm that we will take into consideration your request that
an assessment on these deliverables is carried out. Accordingly, the Commission intends
to ask ICES and STECF to provide the abovementioned assessment work.

At this stage, stakeholders - in particular fishermen, are invited to liaise with ICES and
STECF with a view to providing relevant data and information whenever requested by
the scientists, included the geographical component, in order to obtain a full overview of
spawning aggregations across the known range of this stock. We would be grateful to
have NWWRAC involved in the process.

Yours sincerely,

}/) ! Lowri EVANS
%

Commission européenne/Europese Commissie, 1049 Bruxelles/Brussel, BELGIQUE/BELGIE - Tel. +32 22991111



