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Subject: NWWRAC advice of 22nd April

Dear Mt Lambourn

Thank you for sending me the RAC's opinions concerning the fishing opportunities for
2009 as adopted by Council. '

Frontloading: respite for cod, haddock and whiting

1 refer to the letter dated 17 February Jast T sent to Mr Rodriguez in response to the RAC's
opinion on stocks subject to TAC and quotas for 2009 of November 2008. In that reply, I
noted that the Commission regrets that the NWWRAC did not more fully address the
problem of the scarcity and the overfishing of the whitefish stocks in this area, which led
to a zero TAC advice from ICES for cod, haddock and whiting. The matter was raised by
the Commission representative at the meeting of the Executive Committee held on g™,
October. The Commission then explained that the set of specific proposals made for 2009
were intended to reduce catches of these species as far as possible while still allowing
unhindered fishing for Nephrops, anglerfish and megrim. As you certainly know, the
December Council settled on a set of measures which in our view achieve less, in terms
of conservation effects, than was advised by ICES and STECF. A continued monitoring
of the situation will be necessary.

In your letter, the point is made that the timing of the proposal was not adequate for the
purposes of the frontloading exercise. I would agree with you that more time to discuss
and explore options would have been desirable. However, we are confronted with a cycle
in the provision of scientific advice that we must work with. When the advice states a
serious conservation problem that requires decisive and urgent action, the Commission
must make effective its responsibility to table timely proposals. It should be clear that the
“emergency" in such cases is not the Commission proposal, but the need to act on the
basis of scientific advice. Even so, the Commission strives to make the most of the time
available to consult and discuss prior to tabling proposed measures. This is what was
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done last autumn, albeit mostly in discussions with the Member States concerned rather
than with RACs because of the time-frames involved.

In order to facilitate a more effective consultation process in such cases, it would be very
useful for the RAC to be proactive and provide views and options on its own initiative
whenever the scientific advice points at the need for new or urgent action, and [ would
encourage you to explore this avenue.

Naturally, the Commission is open to discussion on the basis of its proposals and further
consultations are certainly not excluded. My services will therefore welcome continued
dialogue with the NWWRAC on this issue.

French Line

For control and enforcement purposes, I am advised that it is necessary to define
geographical restrictions on fishing with respect to specific coordinates rather with
respect to charted depths. There may be scope to increase the number of coordinates so as
to define the line better; and this is an issue that could be followed-up when discussing
new regional regulations concerning technical measures.

Quota anomalies

The TAC for the northern stock of hake was proposed by the Commission according to
the northern hake recovery plan because that plan is still in force. According to ICES
advice, the stock has not yet been above By, for two years in succession. However, the
Commission has recognised that it is appropriate to move on from a recovery phase for
this stock and a proposal to manage the stock towards an MSY rate has been prepared.

Skates and Rays

As you have prepared a separate advice on this topic, I will cover this issue in a separate
reply.

Cod Recovery Plans: Effort regime exemption

Exemption requests have been received by several Member States and these have been
examined by STECF. The final STECF advice will be provided in the report of the April
plenary session of STECF. Based on this report the Commission will rapidly prepare any
appropriate measures.

Yours sincerely
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