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Subject: Your letter dated 9 February 2007 regarding the change of timing of

Scientific advice

Dear Mr Lambourn,

Thank you for your letter dated 9 February responding to our letter of 27 October 2006
regarding a proposal to change the timing of scientific advice.

| appreciate your support to this. | agree that there is a need to set up a system to deal
with new information which will come later in the year. We will address this issue and
will hold discussions with ICES on the logistics of the change.

Y ou propose that as part of this process, a system should be established which enables
advice from the RACsto be considered before the first proposals are published. Actually,
the main reason for us proposing to move the timing of the advice so that it is earlier in
the year, is that this is a prerequisite for consultations to take place before the first
proposals are prepared, and thus to enable the RACs to consider the scientific advice and
provide their own advice on that basis.

Y ou also suggest that the debate on parts of the Council Regulation on TACs and quotas,
such as Annex 11-XVII, could be debated earlier in the year. | agree with that and can
confirm that with the initiative we are taking, we also intend to have an earlier debate on
these parts of the Regulation.

Fokion FOTIADIS
(signed)

Commission européenne, B-1049 Bruxelles / Europese Commissie, B-1049 Brussel - Belgium. Telephone: (32-2) 299 11 11.
Office: J-99 . Telephone: direct line (32-2) 299 23 02. Fax: (32-2) 295 66 34.

E-mail: Fokion.FOTIADIS@ec.europa.eu



	Subject: Your letter dated 9 February 2007 regarding the change of timing of Scientific advice

