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The North Wester Waters Advisory Council would like to add the following points in response to the 
questionnaire on the new EU Adaptation Strategy: 
 
 

• The fishing professionals know about the appearance/gradual shift of species, food web 
modifications or impact on water resources (drought/flood). However, effects of complex 
climate change on fish stocks and their consequences on fisheries are still poorly 
documented. Therefore, fisheries need further research/knowledge to better understand 
and adapt to the consequences of climate change (all scales from the individual to the 
ecosystem, from the local to the international, etc).  

 

• The EU fishing sector is always looking for more sustainable options to operate, whether that 
is environmentally, socially or economically. At all times these three pillars of sustainability 
should be achieved in a balanced manner. That is why we need to keep in mind that fishing 
activity appears as a victim of the effects of global warming, and not only as an actor which 
increases the manifestation of its effects, noting that the fishing industry is one of the most 
energy efficient sources of animal protein production in terms of GHG emission effects (Life 
Cycle Assessment).  

 

• In conjunction with the Paris Agreement, which aims to reduce GHG emissions from 
international transport, it is necessary to remind that fishing activities do not have the same 
dynamics as shipping activities, with the limitation of capacities of fishing vessels (GT and kW), 
which unfortunately can hamper the transfer of all technological innovations that appear in 
shipping to the fishing sector. This constraint exists only in the EU. The downward trend in the 
power of the EU fishing fleet, and the similar decline in fuel consumption, suggests that since 
1990 to now, GHG emissions from fishing vessels have fallen by 40% (French study ongoing).  

 

• The fishing sector also lacks information about finance and insurance. As mentioned in this 
questionnaire, they might for example need information about the physical and economic 
damage from past climate related disasters and about forward-looking climate physical risks 
to people, nature and assets. 

 

• Many fisheries are highly dependent on freshwater resources and the functioning of 
freshwater ecosystems. Certain degradation factors (plastic, pollutants, heavy metals, etc.) 
amplify or combine with the effects of climate change on freshwater ecosystems, having 
consequences on fishing activities (closure or access restrictions to certain fishing areas and 
production zones, activity report, etc.). Therefore, it will be necessary to better integrate the 
needs of the fisheries sector into freshwater management policies and to act effectively on 
other factors of ecosystem degradation.  
 

• Ecosystem-based adaptation is extremely relevant for fisheries: as climate change impacts 
the marine environment, the distribution of fish stocks is affected. Ecosystem-based 
adaptation is therefore an important nature-based solution for the sustainability of fisheries 
in the context of climate change.  



 
 

 

• It is unclear what the financial needs in relation to climate adaptation are for fisheries: there 
is a need to assess to what extent current funds are used and to forecast future financial 
needs to support the fishing sector on climate change adaptation.  
 

• The potential, unclear role of fisheries in the context of the Paris Agreement needs to be 
better understood: with oceans becoming an official agenda item under the UNFCCC, 
nature-based solutions (including ecosystem-based adaptation) gaining increasing attention 
and suggestions from some countries to enable RFMOs to link ocean-based actions reported 
under different NDCs, there is a need to better understand if, where and how fisheries fit 
within the Paris Agreement. Only then, it will possible to say how important it is that the EU 
Adaptation Strategy is aligned with the Paris Agreement.  
 

• Flexibility and adaptation of fisheries laws, regulation and enforcement is recommended to 
allow fishing to adapt: 

- Promote greater inclusion of adaptation in integrated Community policies and 
guidelines, and monitor adaptation actions implemented by other States, whether 
or not they are members of the European Union. 

- Climate change is impacting the distributions of fish stocks and the abundance of 
species (rarefaction vs development of new ones) in the North Western Waters:  

o Promote the adaptation of fishing vessels (safety, habitability and respect 
for the environment) allowing sustainable management from the technical-
economic and environmental point of view of the trend towards navigation 
further away from the coast to monitor movements/migrations of certain 
species linked to climate change by avoiding maladaptation, in particular by 
controlling the increase in greenhouse gas emissions. 

o Take into account the impact of population migration in the distribution of 
fishing opportunities and quotas. 

 

• It is important to reflect on the new tools of public fisheries policy: encourage 
comprehensive and integrated approaches to ecosystems, support in terms of innovation, 
take into account the risk of climate change for companies in Community structural 
funds/national policies/mutual funds/insurance schemes/tax measures, etc. 

 


