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From:   Michael Sissenwine, Chair 
  ICES Advisory Committee (ACOM) 
 
 
To:    European Commission, DG MARE 
  Government of Norway  

Regional Advisory Committees (RACs)  
 
 
Cc:  ACOM 

Northeast Atlantic Fisheries Commission   
   
  

ICES Delegates 
 

Subject: Summer-Autumn abundance surveys in relation to the June 
advice 
 
 
As you know, ICES was requested to shift the timing of fish stock advice 
from autumn to spring beginning in 2007.  The purpose of shifting the timing 
of advice is to allow more time for deliberations prior to December 
management decisions.  One implication of shifting the timing of advice is 
that information from surveys conducted in the summer or early autumn 
(collectively referred to as summer surveys) is not available for consideration 
in the preparation of advice during the spring.  Therefore, ICES agreed to a 
protocol for re-opening spring advice under specific conditions.  Key elements 
of the protocol are as follows: 
 

1. It only applies to summer surveys that prior to 2007 had been used 
to estimate the size of recruiting year classes in the assessment 
forecast for the year the advice applies.  For example, the protocol 
applies to a stock for which an autumn 2006 the assessment 
forecast for 2007 used summer survey data to estimate recruitment. 

 
2. Data from a summer survey must be quality checked before it can 

be considered as a basis for re-opening advice. 
 
3. Re-opening advice is triggered by a statistical test applied to the 

summer survey data that indicates that the size of a recruiting year 
class is different from the year class size used in the assessment 
forecast that was performed in the spring. 
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4. Triggering the re-reopening of advice only means that ICES will 
consider revising the advice it issued in the spring.  It will be up to 
the ICES Advisory Committee to decide if new information merits 
revising advice taking into account the overall uncertainty in stock 
assessments and the fishery situation.   

4. Triggering the re-reopening of advice only means that ICES will 
consider revising the advice it issued in the spring.  It will be up to 
the ICES Advisory Committee to decide if new information merits 
revising advice taking into account the overall uncertainty in stock 
assessments and the fishery situation.   

  
A copy of the protocol is available on the ICES website at:   A copy of the protocol is available on the ICES website at:   
http://www.ices.dk/iceswork/workinggroups.asphttp://www.ices.dk/iceswork/workinggroups.asp -Search term: AGCREFA 
 
Beginning in late September 2008, the appropriate ICES working groups 
with responsibility for fish stocks to which the protocol might apply were 
asked to review summer survey data and report on stocks where the 
statistical criteria for reopening advice was triggered.   In actuality, the 
protocol is only applicable to some stocks of the North Sea.  For other 
areas, summer survey data had not been used to estimate the size of 
recruiting year-classes in assessment forecasts prior to 2007 (number 1 
above is not met) and/or the timing of summer surveys is such that it is not 
feasible to adequately check the quality data in time to consider re-
opening (number 2 above is not met).   
 
Even for some of the North Sea stocks, the protocol does not apply.  For 
example, re-opening advice for cod is triggered according to the statistical 
test described in number 3 above, but the assessment forecast for this 
stock does not use (and it did not prior to 2007 use) summer survey data to 
estimate the size of recruiting year classes because the data is considered 
unreliable for this purpose (number 1 above is not met).   
 
The statistical test for re-opening advice was triggered for two North Sea 
stocks for which the protocol applies as follows: 
 

1. North Sea haddock - Summer survey data indicates that 
recruitment is lower than the level in the assessment forecast 
that was used for the TAC advice given in the spring.  
However, the updated forecast taking account of new 
recruitment information gives virtually identical results. 

 
2. North Sea whiting - Summer survey data indicates that 

recruitment is higher than the level in the assessment forecast 
that was used for the TAC advice given in the spring.  The 
spring advice was based on a fishing mortality rate of Fmax 
resulting in advice that the TAC for landing for human 
consumption should not exceed 5900 tonnes.  For the updated 
forecast taking account of new recruitment information, the 
corresponding value is 6600 tonnes, or 12% higher. 

 
The next step is for ACOM to consider this information and to determine 
if it will revise advice for North Sea haddock or North Sea whiting.   
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According to the protocol, it will make its determination at the latest by 14 
November 2008.  I will inform you of the outcome as soon as it is 
determined. 
 
 
Please contact me or the ICES Secretariat if you have any questions.   
 
Thank you for your interest in ICES. 
 
 
 
  
 

mailto:info@ices.dk
http://www.ices.dk/

