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European Commission

Directorate General for Fisheries and Maritime affairs
Directorate Resources - UNIT A2 (J-99, 01/07)
Common Fisheries Policy and Aquaculture

Attention: Ernesto BIANCHI Contact for correspondence: Alex Rodriguez
B-1049 Brussels (Belgium) NWWAC Secretariat - Email: hwwac@bim.ie

Copy to: Evangelia Georgitsi and Martine Aussems

Subject: Urgent request for a coordination meeting to deal with administrative and
financial queries in relation to the functioning of the Advisory Councils (ACs)

Dublin, 25" of June 2014

Dear Mr. Bianchi,

The last inter-AC coordination meeting with the Commission, held on 19" of March 2014,
focused on policy issues related to the implementation of the Common Fisheries Policy.
We took home with us from that meeting very important information related to the future
work of the Advisory Councils and we have a clear view of what lies ahead in terms of
policy and the formulation of advice and recommendations.

At the same time, it was made clear to the AC Secretariats that a separate meeting would
be planned in the near future to deal specifically with administrative and financial issues.

We are writing to you to remind you of this commitment and to say how much we would
appreciate holding a meeting with you to discuss those issues which are essential for the
successful functioning of the Advisory Councils. As ease of communication is the key, we
would very much appreciate a face to face meeting with you and if possible in the middle
or end of July, before the summer break. In order to prepare the ground for such a
meeting, we list below a number of issues/questions which have been raised by the
different Secretariats and which, to varying degrees, are common to all of us. Please note
that this is a non-exhaustive list and we would like to discuss with you in person rather
than by correspondence.
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¢ Guidelines for the implementation of the Framework Partnership Agreements

o Removal of requirement of guarantee:
= [s the withdrawal of the guarantor one option or rather a compulsory
requirement that must be complied with by all ACs?

o Distribution of the annual grant in three separate instalments (i.e. €100,000
beginning of financial year / €100,000 mid-term report / €50,000 end-of-year
report)

= /s there a “fast track” procedure for the approval of paperwork and the
processing of payments in order to avoid liquidity (i.e. cash flow)
problems for the ACs?

o Reduction in timeframe for final end-of-year report from 4 to 2 months
= Considering that ACs have different start and end dates for their
financial years, will external circumstances beyond the control of the
ACs, such as issuing of audit certificates, or national holiday forced
closure (e.g. Christmas) permit an extension of the deadline under
justified circumstances?

e Legal basis for the Advisory Councils:

o Composition of the Advisory Councils (60:40):
= Wil there be any consultation on the (maximum) number of seats for
the Executive Committee?
» Wil there be an absolute figure or a range?

o Total amount allocated to the ACs:

v [s there mention of an overall figure in the financial legislation for the
ACs operational grants for the period 2014-20207

= Wil there be an upper limit to operational funding and if so, will it be
the same as the existing amount (€250,000) or will it be increased?

» Considering that ACs have different demands and costs (e.g.
translation/interpretation...), how will this overall budget be allocated
between the Advisory Councils every year?

= Will there be some degree of flexibility in the system so unused,
remaining or returned funds can be reallocated to the ACs as
required?
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o Participation of ACs in external projects (both EU and internationally funded):

» As currently constituted under different legal forms (e.g. limited
company, charitable foundation, non-profit organisation...), are the
ACs entitled to apply directly for funding to sources such as H2020,
INTERREG, Atlantic Programme and/or specific calls for studies from
DG MARE?

= Can the ACs, being of a transnational nature, apply for EMFF funding
under the national schemes (operational programmes) of different
Member States?

» How should the ACs report any such additional funds?

We very much hope that this letter coincides with your planning work concerning the
Advisory Councils and we look forward to hearing from you soon.

Best regayds,

Alexandre Rodriguez

Executive Assistant - North Western Waters AC Secretariat - Coordinator of the InterAC Letter

On behalf of the Executive Secretaries:

Lorna Duguid Verena Ohms Rosa Caggiano

North Sea AC Pelagic AC Mediterranean AC

Sally Clink Dr Conor P. Nolan Jean-Marie Robert

Baltic Sea AC North Western Waters AC South Western Waters AC

Marta de Lucas — Executive Assistant

Long Distance AC Secretariat
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