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CONSEIL CONSULTATIF POUR NORTH WESTERN CoNsEJO CONSULTIVO PARA
LES EAUX OCCIDENTALES WATERS LAS AGUAS
SEPTENTRIONALES  Aovisory COUNCIL NOROCCIDENTALES

Dublin, 6™ of June 2014

Subject: EU public consultation on the development of a new framework for
technical measures in the reformed CFP

Dear Director General Evans,

On behalf of the members of the North Western Waters Advisory Council (NWWAC), | would
like to thank you for the opportunity provided to submit a response to the consultation
paper on technical measures, available on the DGMARE website’.

The NWWAC acknowledges the efforts made by the European Commission in actively
seeking the views of the stakeholders represented in the Advisory Councils through a longer
consultation period, allowing effectively 16 weeks instead of the 8 weeks provided for in the
ordinary procedure. The NWWAC also appreciates the detailed presentation given by
Dominic Rihan at a recent Horizontal Working Group meeting on Discards held by the
NWWAC in Dublin on 26 March 2014.

Since its creation in 2005, the NWWAC has been a strong advocate for the need of a revised,
simplified and appropriate set of technical measures tailored to the specificities of individual
fisheries. We have consistently supported a “bottom-up” approach for the drafting and
development of specific management measures at a regional, sea basin level, which would
be in accordance with the general overarching objectives set out by the EU legislators.

With the entry into force of the CFP Regulation (EU Regulation 1380/2013), where the
regionalization process of fisheries management and the gradual implementation of the
landings obligation for commercial species are amongst its core elements, the NWWAC
supports the timely and fundamental revision of Council Regulation (EC) No 850/98, which is
currently in force.

The North Western Waters Advisory Council supports the ambition of the Commission to
propose a new framework for technical measures that will contribute to achieving the
objectives of the reformed Common Fisheries Policy.

1mtg:ﬁec,eurona.eufdgstmgrilimeafrails fisheries/consultationsftechnical-measuresfindex _en.htm
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Specifically, the NWWAC advocates for:
+ Simplification of technical measures and conditions that will enable regionalized
decision-making;
e Creation of incentives for the industry to take more responsibility;
¢ Elimination, reduction and avoidance of unwanted catches;
e Minimisation of the ecosystem impacts of fishing gears.

On this occasion, the NWWAC has not been able to submit its own advice or opinion
| addressing the questions posed in the consultation paper.
The reasons for this inability are twofold:

1. The lack of conclusive outcomes of discussion on the subject and the lack of an in-
depth debate to generate a NWWAC opinion.
The low rate of response from the members, when requested for input on the topic
during the first quarter of the year, is likely explained by the fact that this is a public
consultation. As a result, most member organisations (particularly those of the
| fishing sector) have opted, on this occasion, to submit individual responses directly
to the Commission;

2. The technical complexity of this issue makes it difficult, in practice, to reach a
| common view on some of the questions contained in the consultation paper.

| would like to acknowledge, however, that the Secretariat has received two general
contributions or positions from the following organisations from the fishing industry sector:
CNPMEM (France) and ANASOL-ARVI (Spain); plus two contributions from the other groups
of interest sector: ClientEarth and RSPB - BirdLife International. These are appended for
completeness and transparency, as there has been no opportunity to discuss and debate the
content of these submissions within the NWWAC.

| hope that the above mentioned contributions and those provided to the Commission
directly by NWWAC members are useful and satisfactory submissions and will inform the
Commission’s deliberations on this subject. The NWWAC remains keen to continue its
collaboration with the Commission on this subject and is also committed to providing
opinions and advice, where it can, in all future consultations.

Yours sincerely,

Bertie Armstrong
NWWAC Chairman

Copy: Ernesto Penas, Ernesto Bianchi, Dominic Rihan and Evangelia Georgitsi (DG MARE)
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