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Ms Charlina Vitcheva 
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European Commission 

Jozef II-straat 99  

1000 Brussels  

Belgium 

 

Dun Laoghaire, 21 November 2023 

 

 

Dear Ms Vitcheva, 

Subject: Follow up of NWWAC response to UK consultation on discard reform 

The UK Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affaires (DEFRA) launched a consultation for 

reforming the management of discards in England. The consultation was open during the period from 

17 July to 9 October 2023 in conjunction with other consultations, namely on expanding the use of 

Remote Electronic Monitoring and on various Fisheries Management Plans. 

 

Given its role as legitimate EU fisheries stakeholder body and the geographical remit of its work, the 

North Western Waters Advisory Council (NWWAC) submitted a position paper in response to the 

abovementioned consultation, which was shared with DG MARE on 9 October1. 

 

Following up on that submission, the NWWAC wishes to raise some points to the attention of DG 

MARE which we hope will be considered in future discussions addressing selectivity and management 

of unwanted catches with the UK in the Specialised Committee on Fisheries.  

The AC would like to reiterate the need for coherence in managing fisheries between European and 

UK waters. Vessels active in the North Western Waters often fish in both areas. Having two diverging 

systems to comply with when crossing the border between EU and UK waters represents a great 

concern and would create unmanageable difficulties for fishers. The NWWAC urges the Commission 

to address this aspect as a matter of priority in the Specialised Committee on Fisheries and strive for 

cohesive and harmonised management systems with the UK. 

Moreover, the NWWAC believes that this consultation points out very relevant issues regarding the 

effectiveness and workability of the obligation to land all catches according to article 15 of the EU 

Common Fisheries Policy. The great challenges posed by the implementation of the landing obligation 

 
1 NWWAC response to UK public consultation on a discards reform 

https://www.nwwac.org/publications/nwwac-response-to-uk-public-consultation-on-a-discards-reform.4408.html
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have been highlighted by the NWWAC on several occasions, one of the most recent being a letter2 sent 

to the Commission on 13 June 2023, identifying a number of scenarios where the implementation of 

the landing obligation is impracticable and where we consider alternative approaches are needed. We 

thank DG MARE for the response received recently3.  

 

The NWWAC believes that the consultation launched by the UK could be an interesting opportunity to 

start rethinking the European approach to discards and would be keen to engage with the Commission 

on such discussion. The landing obligation has now been in place for several years and whilst efforts to 

increase selectivity have generally continued, it can be concluded that the landing obligation has not 

contributed to such efforts. On the contrary, investing in increased selectivity has been jeopardized by 

incurring costs to land non-marketable fish. Also, within a responsible food policy it is inconsistent to 

land undersized fish to destroy. 

We look forward to hearing your views on the possibility of a further debate on the matter and thank 

you in advance for your attention. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Emiel Brouckaert 

Chairman of the NWWAC 

 
2 NWWAC letter to DG MARE on difficulties with the landing obligation 
 
3 Commission's response to NWWAC letter on difficulties with the landing obligation  

https://www.nwwac.org/publications/nwwac-letter-to-dg-mare-on-difficulties-with-the-landing-obligation.4263.html
https://www.nwwac.ie/publications/commissions-response-to-nwwac-letter-on-difficulties-with-the-landing-obligation.4421.html

