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11" September 2009

Subject: Regulation (EC) 356/2005 on marking and identification of passive fishing gears

Dear Mr. Fotiadis:

The Working Group 2 of the NWWRAC met in Paris on 9 July to discuss various issues related
to North Western Waters fisheries. Included within this was the presentation of the Study of
the Review of Regulation (EC) No 356/2005 on marking and identification of passive fishing
gear for the fleets operating in Community waters that BIM produced for the Directorate

General for Maritime Affairs and Fisheries (DG MARE) of the European Commission.

Although there was not much time to discuss the report and the conclusions reached by BIM
on the project in depth, NWWRAC members considered the initiative of carrying out this type
of study to assess the impact of fishery regulations on the fleets concerned as being very
positive. In this regard, we would like to thank BIM for producing this very comprehensive and
informative study that will undoubtedly help us to provide a more enlightened opinion to the

DG MARE on the revision of Regulation (EC) No 356/2005.

Given the size of the report on the Evaluation of the Rules for Marking Passive Fishing Gear ant
its availability only in English, it was considered appropriate to postpone the official opinion of
the RAC and members were encouraged to submit their comments to the Secretary of the RAC

with the aim of achieving an official opinion on the revision of the regulation in question.
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Therefore, the NWWRAC believes it necessary to ask the European Commission:

a) To explain what its intentions are in relation to a proposal of amendment of the current

Regulation in force and what the timescale would be in case this happens.

b) To provide a comprehensive summary of this report in French and Spanish languages so
the professionals involved (i.e. skippers and crew) might be able to read and understand it

and they have the opportunity to submit their views and comments.

¢) To open a period of consultation and wait for the opinion of the RACs prior to amending
these rules, and for the comments expressed hereunder to be taken into consideration, as
monetary investments will be required to adapt the existing equipment to the new
regulations. Furthermore, a transitional period of time will be necessary to proceed with this

change for the affected fleet.

Yours sincerely,

TF.P. Sarh Lambourn
NWWRAC Chairman
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