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CONTEXT AND BACKGROUND 
 

The European fishing activity control legislation in force requires an ever increasing dependent 

obligation of using electronic devices, which greatly facilitate the control of fishing vessels 

activity by the different European inspection services. The following devices that have been 

implemented over the recent years are especially significant: 

 

• The Vessel Monitoring System (VMS); 

• The Electronic logbook (ERS); and  

• The Automatic Identification System (AIS)  

Fishing vessel owners have had to purchase and installation of these new devices on board the 

fishing vessels, some of which have been partially or fully funded via the European Fisheries 

Fund (EFF). However of more significance in addition to the purchase price, vessel owners have 

to bear further additional costs such as: 

 

• Costs related to maintenance, repairs and replacements (where the damaged device is 

unlikely to be recovered).  

• Transmission costs related to the transmission of VMS and the ERS system data to 

onshore control centres. 

  

It should be pointed out that no further financial grant is provided for these additional 

expenses. 

 

 

RATIONALE OF THE PROPOSAL 

In relation to these transmission costs, as these fishing vessels operate many miles from the 

nearest mainland coastal areas, the only possible connection is via satellite. This satellite-type 

transmission is at a significantly greater cost than an equivalent mobile phone network 

connection. 
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Since it was implemented, the cost of satellite data transmission has been increased 

significantly by the International operators offering this service (it should be noted there are 

few companies offering this service and therefore there is limited competitiveness).  

 

For example, during the initial period of implementing the electronic logbook in Spain, the 

satellite connection fee was calculated based on monthly consumption; later a 50 dollars 

minimum monthly fee was applied; and presently a minimum monthly fee up to 150 dollars is 

required. A similar situation occurs as well in several Member States. 

 

The NWWRAC industry members representing the users of this service have serious concerns 

regarding the price policy as a consequence of oligopolistic and monopolist practices. Since the 

terms of contract are negotiated by many Member States with individual suppliers there is a 

justified fear that satellite connection operators will continue increasing the transmissions 

costs given that they are benefiting from a limited competition situation. This situation would 

result in increased costs for what can be an already significant part of the operating costs for 

fishing vessel owners. 

 

 

APPLICATION 
 

In view of the above, the NWWRAC asks the European Commission to consider placing a 

restriction in relation to the charges to be applied for these type of satellite transmission in a 

similar way as was done in respect of the mobile roaming calls in the EU (including data 

services) - Regulation (EU) No 531/2012 of the European Parliament and the Council of 13 

June 2012 on roaming on public mobile communications networks within the Union 

(published in the OJEU No 172 dated 30.06.2012). 

 

The possibility of fixing a maximum cost for data transmission services and satellite 

communications from European fishing vessels would serve the purpose of ensuring equal 

treatment and conditions among the different national fleets of the EU Member States and 

of easing the financial burden derived from costs associated with the use of electronic 

logbooks. 

 

ENCLOSED DOCUMENTATIONS 
 

1. SELEX Rates - July 2011 

 

2. Letter informing about the increased rates of Inmarsat Satellite Communications – 

May 2012 

 

3. The European Parliament Press Release on the decision to reduce roaming tariffs in 

Mobile Communications, including data services – June 2012 

 

4. Guidance Table including a cost estimation of control devices on fishing vessels – 

January 2013 


