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ConseiL ConsultaTie NORTH WESTERN  Conselo CONSULTIVO
REGIONAL POUR WATERS REGIONAL PARA

LES EAUX OCCIDENTALES  RecionaLApvisory  LAS AGUAS
SEPTENTRIONALES COUNCIL NOROCCIDENTALES

MEP Ulrike Rodust
European Parliament
Committee on Fisheries

Dublin, 18" of September 2012

Subject: Considerations on the role and funding of the RACs in the Common Fisheries Policy

Dear Ms. Rodust MEP,

| am pleased to write to you, on behalf of the North Western Waters RAC, in your capacity as the
European Parliament’s designated rapporteur on the Commission’s Proposal of Basic Regulation on
the Common Fisheries Policy.

First of all, | would like to thank you for your willingness to exchange views on this matter with
stakeholders and grassroots during your period as rapporteur. | also want to acknowledge the work
you have done to develop a realistic proposal to establish a more precise decisional framework in
order to make a decentralised CFP operational.

As we are heading towards the end of the CFP process that will lay down the route map for fisheries
management in the EU for the next ten years (2013-2022), the NWWRAC members feel that it is
important, at this stage, to send you our views on the role of the Advisory Councils (ACs) and their
position within a decentralised CFP.

The RACs made substantial efforts to present a Common Position on Regionalisation (including some
divergent views from the Pelagic RAC given its species-based nature) at the EP Public Hearing held in
Brussels on the 21 of March 2012, We would like to recall that, in that position paper, the RACs
advocated the achievement of the following five key points:

1. A less centralised and more transparent decision-making process, with a regional dimension;

2. Anenhanced advisory role for the ACs in relation to fisheries issues at sea basin level;

3. A clear definition of the functions and duties of the present RACs and future ACs, regardless
of the regional management structure or model chosen;

" InterRAC common position on regionalisation:
http://www.nwwrac.org/admin/publication/upload/interRAC_Common_Position_Paper_Regionalisation 21M

arch2012_ EN.pdf
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4. An increase in the funding of the ACs in order to improve their internal functioning and be
able to carry out increased responsibilities and perform their tasks within a reformed CFP;

5. An improvement in coordination in order to avoid duplication of effort and expense;
member states and scientists should have a greater involvement in the work of the Advisory
Councils.

To ensure that positive and constructive debate on these propositions is continued we would like to
contribute to the development of some of the articles of the Basic Regulation dealing with
regionalisation and the role of the RACs.

The proposed texts, appended to this letter, address specific aspects relating to the composition,
functioning and funding of the RACs, and are, therefore, also linked to the EMFF. We also include a
small justification for the reasons behind the wording and highlight that our purpose is to contribute
to your initiative to guarantee an effective and meaningful role for the Advisory Councils in the
context of regionalisation in the Common Fisheries Policy.

| sincerely hope that this submission is of use to you and your colleagues within the Fisheries
Committee and contributes to your decision when voting on the final text of the report on the 8" of
October. Likewise, we also hope that the vote in the EP Plenary session scheduled for December
2012 is also informed by this contribution from the NWWRAC.

Yours sincerely,

Bertie Armstrong
Chairman of the North Western Waters RAC
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