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Dear DG Fokion:

At a recent Executive Committee meeting of the NWWRAC, the Habitats Directive and the proposed
SAC closures for the Celtic sea and Porcupine bank were discussed with the Commission, ICES
representatives, the relevant Member State and NWWRAC members.

A lengthy but informed debate took place on the implementation of closures under the Habitats
Directive in waters beyond the 12 nautical miles. It was apparent from discussion with the
Commission, that the proposed closures in the Porcupine bank present z landmark in the
implementation of SACs and SPAs in offshore waters and that the Commission is still developing a
process for consultation on this.

Considering that proposed closures in waters beyond 12 nautical miles impacts on a wide range of
stakeholders from a variety of Member States it makes sense that the RACs be included in the
consultation process at an earlier stage. We understand that the Commission are not informed of
proposed sites until quite a late stage and that it is the Member States responsibility to carry out the
initial consultation. Therefore we would urge you to work with the RACs and Member States to
develop an adequate formula for mandatory consultation between the RACs and Member States in the
initial stages of the proposals in European waters. As bodies representing both environmental and
commercial interests at sea we do support the need to preserve natural habitats and marine ecosystems
and as a result we feel that with better and earlier consultation, compliance is likely to be easier.

Furthermore at this meeting the Commission confirmed that socio-economic activities or data is not
taken into account when selecting sites. Only scientific information is considered. Even though we
understand this requirement, we would like to note that the lack of consideration of the socio-economic
impact for fishing activities earlier in the development of the proposed site could be harmful in terms of
potential displacement of fishing effort or increased exploitation of other marine areas. We would
therefore recommend that the social and economic importance of these sites be considered at an earlier
stage in the process.

We have been in touch with the Member States relevant to us to request that they engage with the
RACs at an earlier stage, We currently await their responses. However, in the meantime we would
hope to work closely with you and your staff to ensure that a more defined consultation procedure is
implemented, which incorporates the RACs at an earlier stage.

Again I thank you and your staff on the assistance you have given to us to date on this issue and we
look forward to hearing from you on this matter.
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