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REGIONAL POUR WATERS REGIONAL PARA
LES EAUX OCCIDENTALES  RegionaLApvisory  LAS AGUAS
SEPTENTRIONALES CounciL NOROCCIDENTALES
8/6/2007

Dear DG Fokion

I write with regard to Annex III A of EC Regulation no 41/2007, fixing the TACs and Quotas
for 2007. This Annex sets out the rules pertaining to the use of gillnets in ICES areas Vla,
VIb,VIIbcjk and XII.

It is the opinion of The North Western Waters Regional Advisory Council (NWWRAC) that
the current text in paragraph 9.4 (a) of Annex III A which states that:

‘That nets shall be of a maximum length of 2.5km, and the total length of all nets deployed at
any one time may not exceed 25 km per vessel’

Should be amended to state:

‘That nets shall be of a maximum length of 5 nautical miles, and the total length of all nets
deployed at any one time may not exceed 25 km per vessel’

This opinion, which was unanimous, is the result of the NWWRAC’s consideration of a paper
(attached) from the ‘Ministerio de Agricultura, Pesca, y Alimentacién’ (MAPYA) in Spain,
which clearly sets outs the arguments for making this amendment.

Firstly, and most importantly, it appears there is a very real threat to the safety of fishermen
working on the vessels affected by this regulation.

Secondly, the paper attached correctly points out that the stipulation that the individual nets
do not exceed 2.5km runs contrary to Regulations already in place for fixed gear, ie: (EC) No
356/2005.

In the absence of further evidence to the contrary, the NWWRAC considers the issue of
fishing crews safety to be paramount, and therefore urge you to facilitate this amendment as

soon as is practicable.

I trust this is in order

Kind regards,

‘/ / Sam Lambourn.
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