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Consell Consutranr - NORTH WESTERN  Comsein ConsULTIVG
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21% of May 2010
Subject: Request to ICES concerning west of Scotland haddock (EC Vb and Vla)
Dear Mr. Patterson

First of all, we would like to thank you for your participation at the last NWWRAC
Focus Group meeting on West of Scotland Haddock, which took place in Edinburgh
the 8" of April last.

As you are aware, the NWWRAC Focus Group for the West of Scotland Haddock has,
in collaboration with ICES and the European Commission, helped to develop a
management plan for West of Scotland Haddock in Divisions Vb and Vla. The plan
was reviewed and approved by ICES, in February 2010, and is currently pending the
approval by the NWWRAC Executive Committee.

The management plan has been modified to include a TAC constraint, irrespective of
SSB, as agreed by the December Council in 2009 (see extract from Council
declarations in Annex I)

The NWWRAC would like to submit a request to ICES to estimate the TAC that would
result from application of the management plan, as modified by Council based on the
2010 assessment of the haddock stock and to include this in the catch options table in
the 2010 ICES advice June for haddock in Divisions Vb and Vla.

Thank you for your assistance in this matter

Yours faithfully,
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Sam Lambourn

NWWRAC Chairman
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ANNEX |. Extracts of Council and Commission statements in 2009 concerning
west of Scotland haddock

1. Ad Haddock in EC waters of zones Vb and Via

“The Council and the Commission agree that until such a plan is adopted, it would be
appropriate to set the TAC for this stock according to the same rule that applies to the
stock of haddock in the North Sea, using the precautionary spawning biomass and the
limit spawning biomass appropriate for this stock, and limiting inter-annual TAC
variations to no more than 25%".
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