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Lowri Evans

Director General

DG Fisheries and Maritime Affairs
DG MARE

Rue de la Loi 200

B-1049 Brussels

8" of November 2010

Subject: Implementation of Reg. 1342/2008 - cod recovery plan in North Western Waters

Dear Mrs. Evans,

During recent meetings of the North Western Waters RAC, we reviewed the situation of the
implementation of Regulation (EC) 1342/2008, establishing a cod recovery plan.

There are multiple difficulties in the implementation of this plan and the negative consequences for
the activity of fleets working in the regulated areas, whose economic and social aspects can already
be measured.

The North Sea RAC has already alerted you to the situation in the North Sea and asked you to initiate
a review of this regulation as soon as possible.

The implementation of this plan impacts on the activity of all the fleets without fully understanding
the extent of their interaction with this symbolic species. It therefore leads to situations that are
incomprehensible to professional fishermen where the constraints appear to be disproportionate
compared to the anticipated potential benefits. The implementation of the plan also shows, through
certain aspects, the incoherence of the measures adopted within the framework of the Common
Fisheries Policy. Thus, vessels are obliged to cease their activity (due to the absence of fishing effort)
while they still retain sufficient rights of catch to fish in the area, and very often they have a
negligible or non-existent impact on cod.
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The members of the North Western Waters RAC highlight the fact that they support the assessment
made by the North Sea RAC and also request that a rapid review of this regulation be carried out.
They wish to specifically alert you to the following points:

- The implementation and monitoring of the plan by Member States, professional
organisations and producers themselves, are extremely complex. Monitoring of fishing effort
in real time seems to present major difficulties. The costs associated with management are
also significant.

- The methods for collecting regulatory fishing data are not always compatible with the new
requirements for setting fishing effort reference thresholds.

- To limit constraints on vessels that have little impact on cod stocks, the plan provides
measures, in particular, the exemption procedure (article 11). The first 18 months of
implementation of the plan have demonstrated the fact that it is difficult for certain fleets to
access this arrangement, despite their compliance with the criteria cited by the regulation.

STCEF and the Commission highlight the lack of data supporting a history record of cod
catches below the threshold set at 1.5 %; and base their analysis on arguments that seem to
go beyond the strictly regulatory aspects. In order to really enable all the fleets, whose
activity has a very limited impact on cod, to be exempt from the management measures of
the plan; it is essential that the precise terms for compiling applications, undertakings and
monitoring files be clearly defined for groups of exempt vessels.

- Focus must be placed on reducing discards. A solution must be found to unlocking the
escalation of effort reduction which is now undermining cod recovery and the barriers which
have prevented the flexibilities in the plan from being implemented. Discard reduction in the
various fleets must be verifiable and better incentives should be provided to help achieve
this aim.

- Finally, automatic and successive reductions in effort ceilings will only reinforce a situation
where producers have available catch quotas, but cannot fish them as there is no effort
available. This phenomenon is even more alarming in areas where cod stock dynamics
appear to be influenced by external factors (climate change, predation by seals ...)

The implementation of regulation 1342/2008 does not seem to us to be adapted to the initial issue of
cod stock recovery. It imposes constraints in an equal manner on all the fleets without distinguishing
their actual impact on cod by not allowing vessels to have an activity compatible with their rights of
catch of other demersal species.
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Without waiting for the first assessments of the implementation of this plan on cod populations, one
should plan a rapid review in order to guarantee efficient implementation of all the terms provided
for in the Council regulation.

Finally, the forthcoming review should not only be restricted to implementation issues, but also

include the very basis of the scientific assessments that are the main driver of the recovery plan.

| look forward to receiving your response to this letter and resume discussions on this matter.

Yours sincerely,

Sam Lambourn

NWWRAC Chairman
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