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1. Welcome 

 

• The Chairman welcomed members, observers and invited guests to Bilbao for NWWRAC 

Working Group 3. 

 

• Apologies were recorded for Richard Brouzes (COPEPORT), Beatrice Harmel (CRPBN), Geert 

Meun (Dutch Fisheries Organisation), Arianna Broggiato (EBCD) and André Le Berre 

(CRPMEM Bretagne) 

 

• Adoption of Agenda: The Agenda was approved. Anton Dekker asked to include discussion 

about blockade of Dutch industry vessels in French ports. The Chairman agreed that time 

would be found to have this discussion.  

 

• Adoption of Report from last meeting (Paris 8
th

 July 2010): approved without changes. 

 

 

2. Review of Cod Recovery Plan (CRP) as it affects ICES Area VIId 

 

Caroline Gamblin (CNPMEM) reported that the main CRP discussions are being held under the 

umbrella of the North Sea RAC. There would be a Focus Group meeting in July to discuss impacts in 

VIa and VIIa.  

 

Discussion: 

 

JACQUES BIGOT: Reported the review process is in place. French have concerns there are some 

negative aspects that hamper the process of management for recovery, including generating more 

discards. In 2010 French skippers could not fish all quotas due to percentage for each vessel; new 

cod recovery plan should include the opinion of the fishermen in scientific advice. French opinion is 

that the Eastern Channel (ICES VIId) should not be included in CRP evaluation and management.  
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BARRIE DEAS: Reported that a scoping meeting with ICES-STECF posed the questions to be 

addressed in the review; a report is going to be prepared for consideration 20-24 June in Hamburg; 

thorough in terms of fundamental questions being posed; is the design of the plan right; is the plan 

correctly implemented? There is an opportunity as stakeholders to prepare a report to be included 

as Annex in STECF report; also available 5,000 euros for a scientist to work on our behalf; specific 

examples of specific vessels impacted by Cod avoidance aspects of the CRP; Important to respond to 

these opportunities; Influence in the next 6 months, need to keep momentum.  

 

ACTION: Caroline Gamblin to review CRP in VI and VIIa then see how it applies to VIId. A written 

contribution will be prepared on CRP and its impacts on the fleets.  

 

  

3. Update on Western Channel Sole (J. Portus) 

 

DG MARE plans to publish soon a consultation paper on the future of the LTMP for this stock. At 

December Council 2010, each MS was invited to have a catch quota for “fully documented (camera) 

fishing with zero discards and extra quota; only UK showed interest. There were 4 applications out 

of a maximum of 5 vessels; cameras are being fitted this week to 3 beam trawlers. Each MS has 

maximum of additional 5% quota but reduced pro rata (3/12 lost already). STECF reaction had been 

that additional quota was within the noise of the stock assessment so there were no particular 

concerns expressed.  

 

ICES have announced there will be a full Benchmark Assessment this year. The stock has not only 

reached the recovery targets F0.27, but may be even exceeded. Scientists do not know where 

exactly the stock is in terms of F, probably around F=0.25. TAC was increased by 15%. There is 

possibility of having catch quotas from 2% allowable by EC for discards assessments. One of the 

vessels has taken additional Channel Plaice and VII anglerfish. SWFPO members only assessing catch 

quota for Dover Sole.  

 

ACTION: Jim Portus and WG3 members will resume work to prepare a common position once the 

NWWRAC receives the document for DG MARE in due course. 

 

Discussions from the floor: 

 

BERTIE ARMSTRONG: Asked for clarification of purpose of additional catch quota. 

 

JIM PORTUS: Maximum 5% distributed by track record of individual vessels that applied; DEFRA 

calculated that each vessel would have 30% based on reference period. Project only available for 

vessels with history in 7e. 

 

JACQUES PICHON: Asked is it profitable and could all vessels integrate and adopt this system to 

increase their quotas? 

 

JIM PORTUS: Purpose of the trial is to enable vessels to avoid discards; the intention is actually to 

limit the additional quota to 75% in consideration of discards; DG MARE understanding is catch 

quotas will reduce the fishing ability by 25%.  
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Any sole caught in the trial is quota. Intention to have a no-discard fishery. Vessels can go fishing to 

other quota or non-quota as available, but once quota of Sole 7e is exhausted (including this 

allowance for discards) you must leave the fishery. 

 

ALAIN BISEAU (IFREMER): Catch quotas deducted by quotas agreed in the Regulation or additional? 

 

JIM PORTUS: 5% additional on top although it is included in the Regulation as legal basis. Only UK 

has agreed to the scheme. 

 

PAUL TREBILCOCK: Why France has not looked at this possibility? 

 

DANIEL LEFEVRE: Because of the Special Fishing Permits  

 

EAMON MANGAN (FRENCH ADMINISTRATION): Investigating that possibility for Cod in North Sea 

and maybe 7d; but not for sole; 

 

JACQUES PICHON: Interesting to know if they are considering extending this experiment to other 

stocks, and see how Commission wants to consider this system.  Previous experience in Scotland?  

Has all positive results or also negative aspects? What consequences at long term are there? 

Measured effects of these pilot tests? 

 

BERTIE ARMSTRONG: Scottish experience with Cod. 3
rd

 year; now 26 vessels, reason for people 

volunteering to catch the extra fishing opportunities, decision on individual business basis, not 

because they think it is a better management system, not yet addressed problem of scientific 

assessment; problem also as lowest common denominator. Once you get to the limit, you stop 

fishing; still consider the single-stock assessment of stock; we should work on a mixed fisheries 

approach rather than single stocks; Also danger with implications of a discards ban. 

 

JIM PORTUS: Referred to joint MS Declaration on Discards ban (1/3), right to have an additional tool 

in the toolbox of fisheries management, that’s why they agreed to carry out with trial of underwater 

camera. Project 50% on discards has changed the technology of Channel beam trawlers. It is just a 

trial, let’s see how it goes. 

 

ALAN COGHILL: Marine Scotland has asked for names of vessels to take part in haddock trials with 

cameras as well (maybe also whiting), but evidence of so much cod makes it difficult. 

 

 

4. Crustaceans 

 

DANIEL: 2010 meetings held to discuss the market crisis for overproduction resulting in a lower price 

in the market; meetings in Paris and London; Last week a meeting in Cherbourg between crustacean 

POs of Ireland, UK and France; market problems are linked to management measures; some talk 

about business and others resources;  
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The aim is to manage stocks to solve resources and markets problems. BIM has proposed INTERREG 

project, to manage resources and incentivise recovery of resources with production and market 

initiatives; monitor effectiveness of kw-day regime; explore TCMs and closed areas to identify the 

problems; overcome market problems in France and Spain. 

 

CAROLINE GAMBLIN: general idea is that Western Waters effort regime was not enough and French 

professionals decided to propose better alternative in terms of fishing licences; there should be 

similar initiatives in other countries. This afternoon will present an INTERREG project for 

management of crustaceans; after that meeting conclusions would be circulated to NWWRAC; April 

27
th

 will launch the BIM project. 

 

Discussion from the floor: 

 

JOE MADDOCK: Crab is more a problem in Western Waters. Need to focus on market aspects and 

gain better information. 

 

BARRIE DEAS: UK Government to propose capping effort as a TAC for shellfish, crustacean and 

brown crab - strong moves to RBM at EU level; share of quotas defined by historical reference 

periods; divergence of views between offshore and inshore. Concern in only applying measures to 

UK vessels in UK waters; discussions with DEFRA to decide if this will be a UK-only measure; 

questioned whether ICES would be able to set TACs given the components of different stocks? 

 

ALAN COGHILL: Scottish and Irish have come with different ideas; not yet any agreement: biggest 

problem is shortage of good science. 

 

JIM PORTUS: Reiterated the point to interpreters: we are talking about brown crab;  

 

The remaining topics are covered by presentations available on the website: 

 

5. Seabass 

6. INTERREG Project CRESH 

7. Marine Protected Areas in UK waters 

 

 

8. Agreed proposals and actions as presented to Exec Com: 

 

• COD RECOVERY PLANS:  

Include Eastern Channel in the Focus Group dealing with the review of Cod Recovery Plans. 

 

• WESTERN CHANNEL SOLE:  

Resume work to prepare a common position once we receive the document for DG MARE in 

due course. 

 

• MPAs IN UK WATERS:  

Letter from French to be translated into English and circulated just for information. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 16:25 
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ANNEX I. LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 

 

 

MEMBERS 

 

Name Surname Organisation 

Daniel Lefèvre CNPMEM Basse Normandie 

Jim Portus South West Fish Producers Organisation Ltd 

Bertie Armstrong Scottish Fishermen’s Federation 

Iwan Ball World Wildlife Fund (WWF) 

Jacques Bigot CTFC 

Luc Corbisier SDVO 

John Crudden European Anglers Association 

Barrie Deas 

National Federation of Fishermen's 

Organisations 

Caroline Gamblin CNPMEM 

André Gueguen OPOB 

Thierry Leprêtre France Pêche Durable et Responsible 

Joe Maddock Irish Fishermen Organisation 

Jacques Pichon FROM Bretagne 

Delphine Roncin CRPMEM Nord/Pas de Calais/Picardie 

Paul Trebilcock Cornish Fish Producers Organisation 

 

OBSERVERS 

 

Name Surname Organisation 

Alain Biseau IFREMER 

Thomas Bryan-Brown Manx Fish Producers Organisation 

Alan Coghill Scottish Fishermen’s Federation 
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OBSERVERS (cont.) 

 

Name Surname Organisation 

John Daly Irish Seal Sanctuary 

Eric Foucher IFREMER 

Marc Ghiglia UAPF – ACFA 

Sam Lambourn Président CCR EOS 

Eamon Mangan Ministère Agriculture et Pêche de France 

Johnny Murt Joint Nature Conservation Committee 

Amy Ridgeway Joint Nature Conservation Committee 

John Woodlock Irish Seal Sanctuary 

 

SECRETARIAT 

 

Prénom Nom Organisation 

Conor Nolan NWWRAC Secretariat 

Alexandre Rodríguez NWWRAC Secretariat 

Joanna McGrath NWWRAC Secretariat 

 

 


