North Western Waters Regional Advisory Council

OPINION

Response to Commission’s consultation paper on review of Long term
management plan for Western Channel Sole (ICES Vlle)

(Council Regulation 509/2007)

The North Western Waters RAC:

1. Notes the content of the Commission non-paper on this subject.

2. Continues to support the desirability of achieving long-term, sustainable exploitation
and management within safe biological limits for 7e Sole.

3. Accepts that Multi Annual Multi Species Management Plans (MAMSMPs) are a
valuable means to achieve these objectives and they provide stability and
predictability for the fishery.

4. Accepts the use of Fishing Mortality F0.27 as a proxy to define recovery and
sustainable management of this stock.

5. Notes and finds gratifying that SG-MOS 10-06 VIGO 18-22 OCTOBER 2010 states in
relation to 7e sole “that F is at or very near the long term management target of the
current management plan”.

6. Remembers that ICES expressed views that management plans having multi-annual
fishing mortality trajectory should develop without year-on-year re-adjustments.

7. Is concerned to ensure the Commission takes necessary and timely steps in order to
secure the required scientific evidence, including catch and landings data from
Member States concerned in the fishery and all other relevant sources to avoid
uncertainty in stock assessment predictions.
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11.

12.
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14.

15.

Regrets and remains concerned that certain terms in the Regulation setting TACs for
2010 to 2012 were impossible to calculate, but accepts that F0.27 resulted in TAC
710 tonnes for 2010.

Notes and finds gratifying that the latest ICES Advice indicates Fishing Mortality is
under F 0.27 and that B is now recovering and is at or very near to Btrigger.

Notes that Western Channel Plaice (ICES 7e) has responded well to the 7e Sole
management measures. The highly beneficial impact on Plaice means that it is now
fished below Fpa and with recent good recruitment SSB is above Btrigger.

Notes that ICES benchmark procedure for 7e Sole is scheduled for 2012. This will
provide managers with additional information and better understanding of stock
dynamics and responses to, for example SW UK beam trawlers using more selective
gears, testing survival rates of discarded soles and reducing discards further of all
species.

Notes that “No bio-economic research is available to indicate economic responses”
and therefore rejects the notion in this complex mixed western channel fishery that
reducing the target to 20% would increase profits and reduce the operating costs of
fishing by -25%.

In conclusion recommends the adoption of Option (A), keeping the target fishing
mortality of the plan as it is: 27% and accepts that this should be in due course
complemented by a multi-species fishery approach.

Further recommends that, for the time being none of the additional actions
proposed be implemented in relation to effort limitations.

Suggests finally that the Plan is allowed to run its course for the remainder of this 3-

year cycle and is reviewed thoroughly in 2013, in the light of the ICES benchmark
assessment, with re-drafts of uncertain terms to be considered at that stage.

---END---



