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The debate was opened during NWWRAC-SWWRAC Focus Group on a long term management plan 
for Northern Hake, held the 22nd of May 2008 in Madrid, about the crisis affecting the majority of the 
European fleets today. Since then, the industry representatives have strongly manifested their concern 
about the future of fishing activity in Europe and they have condemned the indifference of the 
European Commission. However, the RAC industry members would also like to make clear that any 
initiative or action undertaken as a result of this situation should be peaceful and non-violent. 
Therefore, they would like to expressly condemn any attack that have been or will take place in any 
manifestation in different towns and / or ports.  
  
The current context of the European fishing is characterized by the conjunction of three factors:  
 
- The massive importation of products from third countries with access to the Community market at 
very low prices at first sale, leaving those products landed by European fleets in a situation of 
competitive disadvantage. This disadvantage has been indeed aggravated by the strength of the euro 
in the international market. 
 
- The confusion of the consumer about the origin of the products and the conditions (economic, 
environmental and social) of their exploitation.   
 
- The economic crisis highlighted by the unstoppable rise of fuel prices that cannot be passed on to 
the sale price, even though all the services related to the fishing activity are increasing: gears, 
lubricants, paintings, costs of transport etc. 
 
Facing this situation, the fishing industry representatives have joined forces and gained mutual 
understanding about the necessity that the fisheries sector in Europe adopts and defends collectively 
common positions of general interest before the European Commission. It notably evokes the 
possibility of fixing a minimum first sale price for products, and a minimum wage for fishermen from EU 
fleets. 
 
 
Aiming to defend competitiveness and durability of the European fleet, the representatives of 
the NWWRAC and SWWRAC urge the European Commission to: 
 

- Control the market forces in line with the sustainable fishing principles (economic, 
environmental and social) brought after the reform of the CFP (Regulation 2071/2002), to 
ensure fair competition with imported products (health and sanitary controls, verification 
of origin and name of species, proper labeling, etc.). Commission should verify that the 
Member States are correctly implementing all the Community rules in relation to this issue.  

 
- Provide financial support for the European fishing sector on its restructuring to allow a 
sustainable level of exploitation of the fishing resources while minimizing the 
socioeconomic impacts for the industry. That would mean that Commission and Member 
States should commit to fully implement the Community available funding for the targeted 
objectives through decommissioning schemes, grants for improvement of security and 
renewal of the fleet, etc. All these actions should be also accompanied by socio-economic 
measures envisaged to mitigate the effects for the fishing communities.  
 


