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The North Western Waters Regional Advisory Council unanimously recommends that the 
following actions be taken by the EU Commission:  
 
1) Take immediate action to implement a recovery programme for the retrieval of ghost nets.  This 

should be a high priority for the Commission. 
2) Put in place measures to appropriately control the practise. Such measures should include:  

i) Placing a limit on the length of nets and soak time 
ii) Marking the gear appropriately  

3) Place observers aboard vessels involved in the deep water gill net fishery this will: 
i) provide clear and unambiguous evidence on the scale discards and lost net; 
ii) constrain the vessels involved to given amounts of gear, tagged with identification and 

length details; 
iii) provide confidence that: 

• the lengths of net deployed comply with the requirements; 
• ensure that old nets are disposed of in ways that are not harmful to the environment 

or fish stocks. 
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