
 

 

   

 

Press Release  

 

16 May, Edinburgh (Scotland)  

 

Europe’s deep-sea fishing professionals have a common vision for the future  

 

“We need better regulation - based on facts, not fear” 

 

European deep-sea fishing professionals are strongly appealing to public authorities to work together to 

achieve sustainable fisheries management. We are convinced that the European Commission’s proposal 

for a regulation on deep-sea fishing in the North-East Atlantic – COM (2012) 371- fails to meet the 

objective of improving the management of most vulnerable deep sea species and ecosystems. We have 

presented a set of key recommendations to policymakers to ensure that future regulation meets its goals: 

    

- Strengthen EU measures to protect habitats, notably by harmonizing them with measures in 

force in other jurisdictions, specifically in the framework of the North-East Atlantic Fisheries 

Commission (NEAFC);  

- Increase cooperation between the industry and scientists which has already made it possible to 

improve the quality of data on stocks – and as a consequence the TACs and quotas system. This 

has enabled the exploitation at MSY levels of the three deep-sea species (Black Scabbard, Blue 

Ling and Grenadier); and 

- Create a level playing field for deep-sea fishing so that EU vessels are not at an economic 

competitive disadvantage compared to third-countries. 

 

European deep-sea fishing professionals proposed that the following three categories of NEAFC measures 

aiming to protect habitats should be incorporated into the EU legislative framework: 

 

- Measures to “freeze the footprint” of deep-sea fishing activities. This means maintaining the 

zones where fishing activities occurred in the past (without prior impact assessment) but not 

expanding to zones  with little or no occurrence of deep-sea fishing without preliminary impact 

assessment and the establishment of a specific fishing protocol and control measures 

 

- Measures to protect specific zones where Vulnerable marine habitats exist – Inside these specific 

zones, bans on bottom gears should be implemented 

 

- “Move-on rules” if a vessel encounters signs of the existence of VME (corals, sponges) above a 

certain threshold during a fishing operation, fishing activities can be temporarily banned in said 

zone until further evaluation of its VME status has been conducted.  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“We have come a long way in protecting vulnerable marine ecosystems and this remains a major priority 

for the deep-sea fishing community. Our methods and techniques will continue to ensure an ever more 

sustainable fishing effort. In this regard, we welcome the objectives of the Commission’s initiative, but we 

fundamentally disagree with the approach the EC is taking,” a spokesman for the European deep-sea 

fishing professionals said.  

 

“Banning the use of deep-sea trawls and gillnets is a disproportionate and ill conceived approach that will 

bring the sector to its knees.  The international norms currently implemented in North-Atlantic waters are 

far better suited to the development of a modern, environment-friendly European deep-sea fishing 

sector," the spokesman added. 

 

Background 

Over the last two days (15-16 May), representatives from the industry, the EU institutions, EU Member 

States, civil society as well as from the scientific community have gathered in Edinburgh to optimise the 

management of deep water fishing. These discussions took place in the framework of a joint event 

organized by the Long Distance (LD), North Western Waters (NWW) and South Western Waters (SWW) 

Regional Advisory Councils (RACs) focused on the European Commission’s proposal for a regulation on 

deep-sea fishing in the North-East Atlantic - tabled last year and currently discussed in the European 

Parliament. In an unprecedented industry move, a group of like-minded professionals from across the EU 

have put forward a common vision of how to best manage an environmentally, economically and socially 

sustainable management of deep -sea species. 
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