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Background
In the framework of the Commission's Initiative on the energy transition of the fisheries and
aquaculture sector (CFP Package), the Commission intends to put into place an Energy Transition
Partnership (ETP) for the fisheries and aquaculture sector. The ETP was launched on 16 June
2023 in Brussels (Belgium) during a one-day event. The objective of the partnership is to foster
dialogue and provide a roadmap to conduct and finance the energy transition of the sector.
Organisations were invited to join the partnership. High level speeches were addressed including by
Commissioner Sinkevicus and Spanish Minister for fisheries Planas Puchades that attended
the event in person. 
You can find the agenda, the list of speakers and the webstreaming here, and a document on
the possibilities and examples for energy transition of the fisheries and aquaculture sector
published by the Commission is available here.

Opening speeches
All speakers emphasised the need to reach our climate goals and therefore welcomed the launch
of the ETP. Commissioner Sinkevicius called for joining forces to conduct energy transition of the
fisheries and aquaculture sector, acknowledging at the same time that it will be a lengthy process.
Commissioner Sinkevicius and Minister Planas Puchades highlighted that when we talked about
energy transition, it is energy efficiency (short term measures) on one hand and alternative engines
(medium and long term measures) on the other. Minister Planas Puchades insisted that it is
possible to have an energy transition and, at the same time, to remain profitable. He added that
more vessels' capacity is needed to enable the energy transition as well as to help generational
renewal and to improve safety on board. 
Funding was one of the key word of the event with the Commission recalling that they will provide
a guidance of EU funding suitable for the energy transition and the Minister voicing for more
flexibility in EU funds such as for EMFAF (only for vessels smaller than 24m). The European
Investment Bank (EIB) Vice-President, Ricardo Mourinho Felix, explained that the EIB is ready to
contribute to the energy transition and emphasised the important role of the aquaculture sector to
ensure food security. 
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https://oceans-and-fisheries.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2023-02/COM-2023-100_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_23_828
https://etransition-fish-aquaculture.eu/components/30388
https://oceans-and-fisheries.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2023-02/possibilities-examples-energy-transition.pdf
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Energy Transition Partnership
All stakeholders welcomed the launch of the partnership. DG Mare Director-General, Charlina
Vitcheva, explained that the intention is to open a stakeholder consultation to create a roadmap
and a declaration of intents for the energy transition shaped by the community. She added that a
document on good practices is already available (here). She insisted that space on board is not the
only focus and that synergies can be found with other maritime sectors. She explained that
guidance on EU fundings will be provided because EMFAF only will not be sufficient. She added
that taxonomy for fisheries and aquaculture sectors will not come up now because the
Commission still want to consult experts. 
According to Europêche, the EU fisheries sector is committed to the energy transition. Javier Garat,
President of Europêche highlighted that more space on board is needed (revision of fishing
capacity definition) and that EMFAF is not fit for purpose (need for adequate funding). He
highlighted that, according to him, there should be no taxes on fuel for the fisheries sector. The
President of the Federation of European Aquaculture Producers (FEAP), Javier Ojeda, highlighted
the need to decarbonise aquaculture vessels as well as facilities. According to him, the challenges
for energy transition of the sector are, amongst others: (1) research and innovation; (2) skills and
workforce, and; (3) financing. They both emphasised the contributions of their sectors to food
security and health (high value source of protein). 

Skills and finance for innovation
Everyone agreed that the energy transition of the sectors will necessitate massive financial
investments both private and public. Some mentioned that the ETP could offer a platform to
address investment gaps. DG MARE Deputy Director-General, Sadauskas Kestutis, explained that EU
funds (Recovery, Horizon, Just Transition Funds) as well as financial instruments are available.
According to him, the role of public authorities is to strengthen the business environment. The
representative of the EIB, Franck Jesus, highlighted that only a small part of the investments is
dedicated to fisheries and aquaculture compared with the rest of the blue economy. He added that
no EIB operations were conducted on energy transitions of the fisheries and aquaculture
sectors. Andrea Albertazzi from the European Transport Workers' Federation explained that it is
difficult for the sector to see a future given the current context and therefore it is complicated to
envisage investments. He emphasised the old age of EU fleet (average of 30 years old vessels). The
need to attract highly skilled workers to reinforce the competitiveness of the sector was
highlighted. 

Knowledge, research and innovation
DG MARE Director of Maritime Policy and Blue economy, Delilah Al Khudhairy, announced the
launch of a techno-economic study by the end of the year to determine state of play and the
opportunities. She emphasised that the EU Mission Ocean offers a sea basin regional perspective
and that one of the objectives of the Mission is decarbonisation. As it is the only panel that included
ENGOs, the representative of Clientearth, Adam Weiss, explained that, according to him, there is no
current legal framework to make change an imperative. He added that taxing fuel will not ruin the
fishing industry and that Article 17 of the Common Fisheries Policy needs to be better implemented
as it can reward energy efficient fleets. He called for binding targets to decarbonise the sector.
The scientist François Bastardie explained that R&D is key to ensuring the energy transition of the
sector. According to him, the followings are needed to reduce fisheries carbon footprint: (1) less
fishing effort deployed; (2) adopting less fuel-intensive fishing techniques; (3) fewer impacts,
reduced emissions and more long-term profit; (4) innovation for selective and fuel-saving practices;
(5) fishing precautionary or at MSY levels. Hendrik Kramer, fisherman, insisted on the need for more
visibility on the future of the fishing industry comparing it with the offshore wind industry that has
area expansion, high return on investment, increased certainty and enables transition. 

https://oceans-and-fisheries.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2023-02/possibilities-examples-energy-transition.pdf
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe/eu-missions-horizon-europe/restore-our-ocean-and-waters_en


ProSea Marine Education => skills
Methanol => alternative engine
Wind assisted propulsion => alternative propulsion system
Masterplan Duurzame Visserij (Masterplan for sustainable fisheries) => energy efficiency

Whereas the fishing industry witnesses areas reduction, has a low return on investment, increased
uncertainty and has to adapt to transition. 

Projects
Four projects were advertised as example of good practices: 
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https://prosea.info/

