The attached report on Seabass is from the Chair of the Executive Committee. This report is
to inform members of developments on this topic, which took place over the period 19"
December 2014 to 8" January 2015 in response to a proposal from the UK lodged, under
Article 12 of the CFP, for an emergency measure to close Area Vlle to pelagic trawlers
targeting seabass from January to April 2015.



Sea Bass Emergency Measure proposal
Chairs’ report to AC members
(including a summary note of a teleconference with the Commission)

8th January 2015

Bernard Fiess (Director DG Mare);
Bertie Armstrong (Chairman, NWWAC Executive Committee);
Neils Wichmann (Chairman, NSAC Executive Committee).

Background

In response to a request to the AC from the Commission in August 2014 to address the issue
of stock decline in sea bass stocks, an inter-AC working group was held on 18 September. A
note of outcomes and actions of this group can be found on the AC website under “Meetings”.
This workshop explored the science and currently applied technical and conservation
measures and identified elements of agreement on all measures to rebuild the stock. Also,
the critical timescale was noted, as was the possibility of emergency measures in the
absence of management action.

December Council

No agreement was reached at December Council (15th and 16" December) on measures to
address the decline of this stock. On the 19" December, the UK lodged a proposal under
Article 12 of the CFP for an emergency measure to close Area Vlle to pelagic trawlers
targeting sea bass from January to April 2015.

The emergency measure proposal

The Commission, on 19" December, sent this in the late afternoon, to Member States and the
NWW and NS ACs. The terms of Article 12 required a response from the ACs by 2"
January and that a Commission decision must be made by 21% January. Given the time
constraint placed on the AC for a reply which overlapped and the holiday season, an AC
discussion was not possible. In an NWW AC response made on Christmas eve (24th
December) by the chairman this was pointed out to the Commission, along with the main
points of AC policy formed at the September inter-AC meeting.

Telephone Call with Bernard Friess

on 7" January Bernard Friess (Director DG Mare) asked for a telephone discussion
specifically with Messrs Armstrong and Wichmann of the ACs. This was held on g™ January.

A brief summary of the discussion follows:

e The difficulties of timescale were noted, with the Commission being under similar
pressure. It was agreed that the ACs would look, in the near future, at the specific
problem of how to properly cope with Article 12 emergency measures;

e The discriminatory nature of the proposed measure was discussed, given the division
of responsibility for fishing mortality between targeted, recreational and by-catch
fisheries. As expected, the Commission pointed out that the first removals from the
stock would be made by the targeted pelagic fishery and that this was the subject of
the emergency proposal. They further proposed that the subject of the proposal for
an emergency measure form a part only of a broader programme of action for the
other sectors, to be agreed as soon as possible after the decision on the emergency
measure proposal and requested AC advice in arriving at the final package of
measures;



e There was a short debate on the comparison of angling for sport and wild capture for
food. At the ACs suggestion, a comparison of the socio-economic benefits of sport
fishing versus wild capture, using the same criteria, will be considered by the
Commission.

Best Guess

The Commission was careful to point out that no decision had been taken yet (January 21* is
the Commison’s deadline). The AC chairs’ best guess (and it is no more than that) is that the
measure is likely to be applied (whether in full or in part, and the timing, was not discussed),
but as part of a broader programme yet to be agreed.

Next Steps

The inter-AC meeting had mapped several steps, which have not yet been taken, to quickly
collate information and help formulate an appropriate package of measures. This must now
happen.

As such the chairs will have a further short discussion, seeking to agree that the Secretariats
will be instructed to take the necessary administrative actions laid out in the inter-AC meeting
note
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