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The Marine Conservation Zone Project: Update  
February 2012 

 
 

The Marine and Coastal Access Act1 2009 allows for the creation of a new type of Marine 
Protected Area (MPA), called a Marine Conservation Zone (MCZ). MCZs will protect a range 
of nationally important marine wildlife2, habitats, geology and geomorphology and can be 
designated anywhere in English and Welsh inshore and UK offshore waters. The Marine 
Conservation Zone Project is being led by the Joint Nature Conservation Committee 
and Natural England3 to identify and recommend Marine Conservation Zones (MCZs) to 
Government. 
 

The MCZ Project was set up in 2009 
and consisted of four regional MCZ 
projects covering the south-west 
(Finding Sanctuary4), Irish Sea (Irish 
Sea Conservation Zones5), North Sea 
(Net Gain6) and south-east (Balanced 
Seas7). These regional MCZ projects 
worked with sea users and interest 
groups to identify MCZs within their 
regions and submitted their 
recommendations to JNCC, Natural 
England and the Science Advisory 
Panel in September 2011 (see Figure 1 
for a map of the recommendations). 
 

The reports containing these recommendations are now available to download from the 
regional project websites and can be viewed on the MCZ Interactive map8. 
 
Now that the final recommendations have been made, JNCC and Natural England will 
undertake an analysis of the recommendations from the regional MCZ projects and provide 
advice to Defra.  
 
Each of the regional MCZ projects has an economist who has been undertaking a review of 
the economic, social and environmental impacts that the series of MCZs within their region 
will have. These site specific analyses will be accompanied by regional and national 
summaries and submitted to Defra as one Impact Assessment for the whole project area. For 
further information on the Impact Assessment please read the MCZ project Impact 
Assessment factsheet9. 

                                                
1 http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/page-5230 
2 http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/page-4527 
3 http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/marine/protectandmanage/mpa/conservationzones.aspx 
4 http://www.finding-sanctuary.org/ 
5 http://www.irishseaconservation.org.uk/ 
6 http://www.netgainmcz.org/ 
7 http://www.balancedseas.org/ 
8 http://www.mczmapping.org/ 
9 http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/pdf/MCZ%20IA%20factsheet%20Nov11(3).pdf 
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Once the regional project recommendations, Impact Assessment and statutory advice has 
been received, Ministers will decide which sites to take forward. Ministers intend to include all 
sites recommended by the regional MCZ projects in the public consultation later in the year, 
identifying which sites they are minded to take forward to designation and the reasons 
why. Their decision making will be informed by an assessment of the potential benefits and 
implications of designation, the evidence available and levels of stakeholder support on an 
individual site basis and across the whole suite of sites. 
  
The public consultation will be an opportunity for people to review, comment and feedback to 
Government on the proposed designation decisions before they are finalised. 
 
 
 
Figure 1 Recommended Marine Conservation Zones 

 
 
  
MCZ Designation Timetable 
 
On the 15th of November 2011 Richard Benyon made a Written Ministerial Statement10 
outlining a revision to the project timetable and highlighting the advice provided on the 
recommendations by the Science Advisory Panel. Further information is provided on Defra's 
website11. The new timetable is as follows: 
  

                                                
10 http://www.defra.gov.uk/news/2011/11/15/wms-marine-conservation-zones/ 
11 http://www.defra.gov.uk/environment/marine/protect/mpa/mcz/ 
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• 17th July 2012:  Natural England and JNCC submit 
the regional MCZ project recommendations and IA 
with statutory advice whether the recommendations 
satisfy the Ecological Network Guidance (ENG) 
design criteria and principles, highlighting any gaps 
or duplication.  

• 2012: Public consultation.  
• 2013: Government designates the first tranche of 

MCZs.  
  
JNCC and Natural England will provide more detailed 
conservation advice for MCZs following designation. This 
may be used by Public Authorities to inform their decisions 
on management measures. 
 
 
Further Information 
 
For more information on the MCZ Project please see the 
JNCC12 and Natural England13 websites, and for the latest 
information on the MCZ Project, you can read our recent newsletter14 and sign up to receive 
future editions15. 
  
If you are a national or international stakeholder and would like to find out more about the 
Marine Conservation Zone Project in the context of the other Marine Protected Area work 
that is going on in the UK then please get in touch with our JNCC MCZ Project team16 who 
will be happy to speak to you. 
 
 

 

                                                
12 http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/page-4525 
13 http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/marine/protectandmanage/mpa/mcz/default.aspx 
14 http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/page-6056 
15 http://eepurl.com/lJTb 
16 http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/page-4026 
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