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The Common Fisheries Policy (CFP) requires the progressive implementation of an 
ecosystem-based approach to fisheries management (EBFM). This will include the integration 
of environmental protection requirements into the CFP, including measures to ‘limit the 
environmental impact of the CFP’. EBFM requires that managers take account of a wide 
range of fisheries impacts when setting objectives and attempts to meet these objectives will 
need to be supported by reliable scientific advice and effective management decision 
making. Indicators can support the decision making process by (1) describing the pressures 
affecting the ecosystem, the state of the ecosystem and the response of managers, (2) 
tracking progress towards meeting management objectives and (3) communicating trends in 
complex impacts and management processes to a non-specialist audience. The project 
‘Indicators for fisheries MAnaGement in Europe’ (IMAGE) seeks  

1. To develop an operational framework of candidate indicators (ecological, economic, 
social) that can support ecosystem-based fisheries management at the regional and 
pan-European scale; 

2. To elaborate these indicators in comprehensive dashboards (e.g. current values, 
trends, reference levels); 

3. To develop methodology to integrate this information into tools supporting the 
decision-making process; 

4. To develop a framework that can evaluate management strategies based on 
indicators; 

5. To test their applicability in regional case studies, taking into account the diversity of 
the fishery systems in Europe. 

The application of indicators in management systems requires that they are understood by, 
and therefore accessible to, stakeholders and a major focus of the project will be to engage 
stakeholders through the emerging Regional Advisory Councils (RAC). Meeting these 
objectives will ensure that the development of EBFM in the EC is supported by sound 
scientific advice based on the best data available and that their application at the regional 
level takes account of regional concerns as expressed by stakeholders in the Regional 
Advisory Councils (RAC)  

The project focuses on fishing impacts, even if other environmental pressures might affect 
resources and fisheries. In meeting the main objectives of this project we will also  

1. Help to further stakeholder awareness and understanding of EBFM through directly 
engaging with the RACs 

2. Develop a scientific framework for support of the integration of environmental 
protection requirements into the CFP 

3. Share experiences and insight developed in the project among Institutes, among 
RACs and with the EC 



4. Disseminate project information and results to the science community and 
stakeholders 

5. Produce software that will be globally available as part of the FLR package 
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