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Toilets

Elevators

We are here

Emergency exit

Emergency 
exit

If you need to briefly leave the meeting room and go outside the 
building:
ÅPlease go to Reception and ask Susana for a temporary badge to allow 

re-entry.
Å If you wish to smoke, please note that smoking is not permitted near the 

building entrance. Please move to the main street.
ÅWhen you return to the third floor, please hand the badge back to Susana.

Susana 
(Reception)



Meeting etiquette

ÅPlease arrive on time so we can dive straight into the 

agenda.

ÅListen actively: Give speakers your full attention, avoid 

side conversations or interrupting.

ÅCreate a supportive environment: Be respectful, value 

diverse opinions and use inclusive language.

ÅTreat people fairly, promote an integrated way of 

working and respect the dignity of members at all times.

ÅUse discretion and respect others. Harassment, bullying, 

intimidation or discrimination in any form are 

unacceptable.
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Agenda

North Western Waters Advisory Council

13:00 т 13:05 1     Welcome and introductions
¶ Welcome from the Chair (Alexandra Philippe)
¶ Apologies
¶ Adoption of the Agenda
¶ Action points the last meeting (05 March 2026, Brussels)

13:05 т 13:10 2    Welcome т Richard Donnelly, CEO Bord Iascaigh Mhara

13:10 т 13:40 3    Update on advice process and inclusion of climate change I
       advice development т Sarah Gaichas, ICES ACOM Vice-Chair

13:40 т 14:10 4 Stock recruitment in the Celtic Sea т Hans Gerritsen, Marine
      Institute, Ireland

14:10 т 14:40 5    Climate change impacts in the European shelf sea - Svein 
       Sundby, Institute of Marine Research, Norway

14:40 т 14:55 6    Stock rebuilding т Norman Graham, DG MARE C.5

14:55 т 15:15 7    Discussion

15:15 т 15:30 COFFEE

15:30 т 16:00 7    Marine Beacon Project т Julia Calderwood, Marine Institute
       Ireland

16:00 т 16:45 8     Focus Groups update

¶ Inter-AC Brexit Forum (Chair)
¶ CFP (Chair)
¶ Crab (Secretariat)
¶ Landing Obligation (Emiel Brouckaert)
¶ Climate & Environment (Chair)
¶ Skates & Rays (John Lynch)
¶ Control and Compliance (Patrick Murphy)
¶ Social Aspects (Secretariat)
¶ Spatial Dimension (Secretariat) 

16:45 т 16:55 9    Review of advice submitted and responses received

16:55 т 17:00 10 AOB, summary of actions agreed and decisions adopted by 
the Chair



Action points from the last meeting

North Western Waters Advisory Council

1 Members to send queries to Secretariat following all presentation during the meeting.

2 Points raised by members during WG meetings on EU-UK discussions to feed into next Inter-AC 

Brexit Forum meeting on 13 March.

3 Focus Group Landing Obligation to draft brief advice following update of choke table as it is a key 

deliverable under the Year 21 Work Programme.

4 AC to review questionnaire regarding Atlantic Strategy/Atlantic Action Plan scheduled for 

circulation by CINEA later this year.

5 Secretariat to keep informed regarding Atlantic Strategy stakeholder conference in September 

2026.

6 Secretariat to provide GNSBI contacts to PelAC Secretariat for presentation to Focus Group Spatial 

Dimension.



Action points from the last meeting

North Western Waters Advisory Council

7 {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊƛŀǘ ǘƻ ƛƴǾƛǘŜ WŜǊƻƳŜ .ǊƻŎƘŜΣ 5D a!w9 ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ǳƴƛǘΣ ŀƴŘ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŜǊΩǎ ŎŀōƛƴŜǘ ǘƻ ƴŜȄǘ 

meeting of FG Control on 31 March.

8 {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊƛŀǘ ǘƻ ŜǾŀƭǳŀǘŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΩ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘƛƴƎ ŀ CƻŎǳǎ DǊƻǳǇ ǘƻ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ L/9{ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ 

specific focus on annual MIRIA, MIAC and MIACO meetings.

9 Secretariat to follow up with DG MARE regarding the possibility of having brief bilateral discussions 

following advice submission for smoother processing.



North Western Waters Advisory Council

2  Welcome -  Richard Donnelly, CEO Bord Iascaigh 

  Mhara

3  Update on advice process and inclusion of climate 

  change in advice development ð Sarah Gaichas , ICES 
 ACOM Vice -Chair

4  Stock recruitment in the Celtic Sea - Hans Gerritsen, 

  Marine Institute Ireland

5  Climate change impacts in the European shelf sea - 

  Svein Sundby, Institute of Marine Research, Norway

6  Stock rebuilding ð Norman Graham, DG MARE C.5 

7  Discussion
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15:15 ς 15:30 CET

COFFEE
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7  Marine Beacon Project ð Julia Calderwood, Marine 

  Institute Ireland



8. Focus Group update

ÅInter-AC Brexit Forum

ÅCFP

ÅLanding Obligation

ÅClimate & Environment

ÅCrab

ÅSkates & Rays

ÅControl & Compliance

ÅSocial Aspects

ÅSpatial Dimension

North Western Waters Advisory Council
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Å Established between PelAC, NWWAC, NSAC, LDAC and CCRUP

Å 3 meetings in Year 21:

21 October 2025 chaired by the NWWAC, 13 March 2026 chaired by the NSAC, 19 June, chaired by 

the NWWAC (substituting for CCRUP)

Å Commission attendance and updates (confidential)

Å Topics at SCF:

π Monitoring, control and surveillance (Decision No 1/2026 link)

π MPAs, offshore compensatory measures, ORE

π Technical Measures in the Celtic Sea

π Non-quota stocks

π Skates & Rays, spurdog, guidelines for special stocks under the TCA

Å Next meeting: February 2027, Brussels, to be organized by PelAC

Inter -AC Brexit Forum

North Western Waters Advisory Council

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=OJ:L_202601074
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CFP

Å Chair Alexandra Philippe

Å Vice-Chair Manu Kelberine

Å Last meeting: 12 March 2026

Å NWWAC response - European Ocean Act: Call for evidence, submitted 

03 February ςresponse received 23 April

Å NWWAC advice on Vision 2040 in response to the call for evidence, 

submitted 10 April ς response received 03 July

Å Next meeting: tba
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Brown Crab

Å Chair: Dominic Rihan

Å Vice-Chair tbc

Å Last meeting: 18 June 2026

Å Updates from DG MARE on EU, UK and EUςUK developments. 

Å EU has secured a mandate to begin formal negotiations with 

the UK on brown crab management measures, including:

Å increasing the minimum conservation reference size

Å banning the landing of soft crab, and 

Å restricting the use of crab parts as bait in other shellfish 

fisheries. 

Å Future workshop may be organised

Å Next meeting tbc



Landing Obligation

North Western Waters Advisory Council

Å Chair Emiel Brouckaert

Å Last meeting 18 May 2026

Å NWWAC Advice on persistent Choke Species challenges in the context of the Landing Obligation ς submitted on 5 June, 

waiting for reply

Å άb²²!/ !ŘǾƛŎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ¢ŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭ aŜŀǎǳǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ wŜōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ tƭŀƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘ ƻŦ 9¦ςUK fisheries 

ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘέ ς ǎǳōƳƛǘǘŜŘ ƻƴ мс WǳƴŜ ƛƴ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘǊŀŦǘ άWƻƛƴǘ wŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ bƻǊǘƘ ²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ ²ŀǘŜǊǎ DǊƻǳǇ 

ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴƛƴƎ ǘŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŦƛǎƘŜǊȅ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ƻŦ /ŜƭǘƛŎ {ŜŀΣ LǊƛǎƘ {Ŝŀ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ /ƘŀƴƴŜƭέ όǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ 

by the NWWAC on 5 June for consultation)

Å Next meeting: 24 July (09:30-11:30 cet/08:30 -10:30 Irish Time) 

Å Next task:

- Development of annual NWWAC advice on Fishing Opportunities Regulation 2027



Climate & Environment

North Western Waters Advisory Council

Å Chair Alexandra Philippe

Å Last meeting 11 May 2026

Å NWWAC Advice on the Marine Strategy Framework Directive - Call for Evidence - in the North Western Waters 

(NWW), submitted 11 February, response received 19 February

Å NWWAC response to the public consultation on the Revision of the Maritime Spatial Planning Directive/the Ocean 

Act, submitted 25 June 2026, no response expected

Å Next meeting tbc



Joint NWWAC/NSAC 
Focus Group Skates & Rays 

Å Led by the NWWAC

Å Chair John Lynch

Å Last meeting 02 March 2026

Å NWWAC/NSAC advice on skates and rays management 
submitted 24 June 2026, awaiting response

Å Next meeting: tba



Focus Group Control, Enforcement & 

Compliance

Å Chair Patrick Murphy; Vice-chair Arthur Yon

Å Last meeting: 31 March 2026

Å Joint NWWAC ς PelAC ς NSAC advice on the Control Regulation submitted 23 May, response received ς 

but: no direct response to the Multi-AC queries to DG MARE following workshop on 20 February. 

Å NWWAC Advice on the Commission Delegated Regulation of 27.8.2025 related to Control Regulation 

and on Boarding Ladder Safety and Material Standards provisions ς submitted on 16 October 2025, 

response received as email text

Å NSAC/NWWAC/MEDAC Advice on the implementation of the fisheries Control Regulation ς submitted on 

09 March, response received but not communicated directly to NWWAC

Next Workshops:

Å 16 July ς MultiAC workshop on Control with DG MARE Control Unit (Brussels and online)

Å 08 September ς Workshop on Control with the Control Experts Group of the North Western Waters 

Member State Group, the South Western Waters Member State Groupe and the Scheveningen Group, 

representatives of EFCA and members of NWWAC, PelAC, SWWAC and NSAC (Brussels and online)

Next FG meeting: tbd
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Joint NSAC/NWWAC Focus Group Social Aspects 

Å Led by NSAC since 01 October 2022

Å Chair Alfred Fisker Hansen

Å Latest advice: NSAC/NWWAC advice on STECF Work on Social Data in Fisheries submitted 22 August 2025

Å Last meeting on 30 June 2026  (Report on NSAC/NWWAC websites):

Å Marta Bellesteros to be invited to the next meeting of the FG to present on compensations of fishers for their 

knowledge

Å The Secretariat to coordinate with Marta Bellesteros concerning the presentation of the STECT Social Report

Å Emmet Jackson from BIM to be contacted to give presentation of Irish fisheries taxation system

Å Develop NSAC/NWWAC advice on taxation to gather information on differing taxation and aid systems in place 

for fisheries, with linkts to future of fisheries and generational renewal within the sector

Å Fisheries aid concerning climate change and licence to operate to be a recurring topic of the FG

Å Next meeting tbd



Joint NWWAC/PelAC Focus Group 

Spatial Dimension

North Western Waters Advisory Council

Å /ƘŀƛǊ Dƻƴœŀƭƻ /ŀǊǾŀƭƘƻ

Å Co-ordinated by the Pelagic AC

Å Last meeting 25 March 2026

Å Joint NWWAC/PelAC Webinar on Developments in Irish Marine 

Protected Area Planning and effects on the fishing industry 17 June 

2026

Å Joint NWWAC/PelAC advice on ORE submitted 03 June, response 

received 31 October 2025

Å Future of FG to be discussed following departure of the Chair from the 

PelAC

Å Next meeting tba
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9. Review of advice submitted in Year 20/21 
Date Full title Response from Commission
07/11/2024 Joint ACs recommendation on Deep-Sea Mining and its impact on fisheries Awaiting response
13/01/2025 NWWAC advice Addressing Choke Risk in NWW after exemptions Awaiting response

16/10/2025
NWWAC Advice on the Commission Delegated Regulation of 27.8.2025 related to Control 
Regulation and on Boarding Ladder Safety and Material Standards provisions Awaiting response

18/12/2025
sŸŔŰƣШ ìì 9о É 9Ш ĬƻŔĦĲШŸŰШƣőĲШEƨƖŸƓĲċŰШ9ŸůůŔƚƚŔŸŰШљÉƣƨĬǃШƚƨƓƓŸƖƣŔŰŊШƣőĲШ
ĲƻċũƨċƣŔŸŰШŸŉШƣőĲШũċŰĬŔŰŊШŸĤũŔŊċƣŔŸŰњ

Response received 19/02/2026

10/02/2026
 ìì 9ШxĲƣƣĲƖШƣŸШƣőĲШ ììШ~É]Шљ ůĲŰĬůĲŰƣШƣŸШƣőĲШÑĲĦőŰŔĦċũШ~ĲċƚƨƖĲƚШÅĲŊƨũċƣŔŸŰШŉŸƖШ
reopening the Channel scallop stock recovery area on the first Monday after 15 October"

Joint Recommendation in progress

11/02/2026
NWWAC Advice on the Marine Strategy Framework Directive - Call for Evidence - in the 
North Western Waters (NWW)

No response expected, 
acknowledgement received 

18/02/2026

13/02/2026 Joint PelAC/NWWAC Advice on Good Management Practices in Advisory Councils
Commission draft guidelines to be 
presented at Inter-AC meeting 15 

July

https://www.nwwac.org/publications/joint-acs-recommendation-on-deep-sea-mining-and-its-impact-on-fisheries.5135.html
https://www.nwwac.org/publications/joint-acs-recommendation-on-deep-sea-mining-and-its-impact-on-fisheries.5135.html
https://www.nwwac.org/publications/joint-acs-recommendation-on-deep-sea-mining-and-its-impact-on-fisheries.5135.html
https://www.nwwac.org/publications/nwwac-advice-addressing-choke-risk-in-nww-after-exemptions.5247.html
https://www.nwwac.org/publications/nwwac-advice-on-the-commission-delegated-regulation-of-2782025-related-to-control-regulation-and-on-boarding-ladder-safety-and-material-standards-provisions.5911.html
https://www.nwwac.org/publications/nwwac-advice-on-the-commission-delegated-regulation-of-2782025-related-to-control-regulation-and-on-boarding-ladder-safety-and-material-standards-provisions.5911.html
https://www.nwwac.org/publications/joint-nwwacnsac-advice-on-the-european-commission-%e2%80%9cstudy-supporting-the-evaluation-of-the-landing-obligation%e2%80%9d.6026.html
https://www.nwwac.org/publications/joint-nwwacnsac-advice-on-the-european-commission-%e2%80%9cstudy-supporting-the-evaluation-of-the-landing-obligation%e2%80%9d.6026.html
https://www.nwwac.org/publications/nwwac-letter-to-the-nww-msg-%e2%80%9camendment-to-the-technical-measures-regulation-for-reopening-the-channel-scallop-stock-recovery-area-on-the-first-monday-after-15-october.6139.html
https://www.nwwac.org/publications/nwwac-letter-to-the-nww-msg-%e2%80%9camendment-to-the-technical-measures-regulation-for-reopening-the-channel-scallop-stock-recovery-area-on-the-first-monday-after-15-october.6139.html
https://www.nwwac.org/publications/nwwac-advice-on-the-marine-strategy-framework-directive-call-for-evidence-in-the-north-western-waters-nww.6142.html
https://www.nwwac.org/publications/nwwac-advice-on-the-marine-strategy-framework-directive-call-for-evidence-in-the-north-western-waters-nww.6142.html
https://www.nwwac.org/publications/nwwac-advice-on-the-marine-strategy-framework-directive-call-for-evidence-in-the-north-western-waters-nww.6142.html
https://www.nwwac.org/publications/nwwac-advice-on-the-marine-strategy-framework-directive-call-for-evidence-in-the-north-western-waters-nww.6142.html
https://www.nwwac.org/publications/nwwac-advice-on-the-marine-strategy-framework-directive-call-for-evidence-in-the-north-western-waters-nww.6142.html
https://www.nwwac.org/publications/nwwac-advice-on-the-marine-strategy-framework-directive-call-for-evidence-in-the-north-western-waters-nww.6142.html
https://nwwac.org/publication/joint-pelac-nwwac-advice-on-good-management-practices-in-advisory-councils/
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Review of advice submitted in Year 20/21 

Date Full title Response from Commission
18/02/2026 NWWAC Advice on Small-Scale Coastal Fisheries (SSCF) Response received 08/04/2026

26/03/2026
 ìì 9ШxĲƣƣĲƖШљ9ŸŰĦĲƖŰƚШŸŰШƖŔƚŔŰŊШŉƨĲũШƓƖŔĦĲƚШũŔŰťĲĬШƣŸШƣőĲШ~ŔĬĬũĲШEċƚƣШĦƖŔƚŔƚШċŰĬШƖĲƕƨĲƚƣШ
ƣŸШċĦƣŔƻċƣĲШE~[ [ШĲůĲƖŊĲŰĦǃШůĲċƚƨƖĲƚњ Awaiting response

09/04/2026 NSAC/NWWAC/MEDAC Advice on the implementation of the fisheries Control Regulation
Response received 20/05/2026 but 

not communicated directly to 
NWWAC

10/04/2026 NWWAC advice on Vision 2040 Response received 03/07/2026

24/04/2026
Wƻƛƴǘ !/ǎ !ŘǾƛŎŜ ά/ŜƛƭƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŘŜ ƳƛƴƛƳƛǎ {ǘŀǘŜ !ƛŘ ŀƴŘ /ǊƛǎŜǎ aŜŎƘŀƴƛǎƳǎ ŦƻǊ CƛǎƘŜǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ 
!ǉǳŀŎǳƭǘǳǊŜέ

Awaiting response

22/05/2026
 ìì 9ШÅĲƚƓŸŰƚĲШƣŸШƣőĲШљÉƨƖƻĲǃШƚƨƓƓŸƖƣŔŰŊШƣőĲШƖĲƻŔĲƽШƣőĲШƖĲƚƨũƣƚШŸŉШƣőĲШ ƣũċŰƣŔĦШƚƣƖċƣĲŊǃШ
ƚŔŰĦĲШƣőĲШũċƚƣШƖĲƻŔƚŔŸŰШŸŉШŔƣƚШċĦƣŔŸŰШƓũċŰШыΞΜΞΜьњ

No response expected 

05/06/2026
NWWAC Advice on persistent Choke Species challenges in the context of the Landing 
Obligation Awaiting response

https://nwwac.org/publication/nwwac-advice-on-small-scale-coastal-fisheries-sscf/
https://nwwac.org/publication/nwwac-advice-on-small-scale-coastal-fisheries-sscf/
https://nwwac.org/publication/nwwac-advice-on-small-scale-coastal-fisheries-sscf/
https://nwwac.org/publication/nwwac-letter-concerns-on-rising-fuel-prices-linked-to-the-middle-east-crisis-and-request-to-activate-emfaf-emergency-measures/
https://nwwac.org/publication/nwwac-letter-concerns-on-rising-fuel-prices-linked-to-the-middle-east-crisis-and-request-to-activate-emfaf-emergency-measures/
https://nwwac.org/publication/nsac-nwwac-medac-advice-on-the-implementation-of-the-fisheries-control-regulation/
https://nwwac.org/publication/nwwac-advice-on-vision-2040/
https://nwwac.org/publication/joint-acs-advice-ceiling-for-de-minimis-state-aid-and-crises-mechanisms-for-fisheries-and-aquaculture/
https://nwwac.org/publication/joint-acs-advice-ceiling-for-de-minimis-state-aid-and-crises-mechanisms-for-fisheries-and-aquaculture/
https://nwwac.org/publication/nwwac-response-to-the-survey-supporting-the-review-the-results-of-the-atlantic-strategy-since-the-last-revision-of-its-action-plan-2020/
https://nwwac.org/publication/nwwac-response-to-the-survey-supporting-the-review-the-results-of-the-atlantic-strategy-since-the-last-revision-of-its-action-plan-2020/
https://nwwac.org/publication/nwwac-advice-on-persistent-choke-species-challenges-in-the-context-of-the-landing-obligation/
https://nwwac.org/publication/nwwac-advice-on-persistent-choke-species-challenges-in-the-context-of-the-landing-obligation/
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Review of advice submitted in Year 20/21 

Date Full title Response from Commission

11/06/2026
 ìì 9ШxĲƣƣĲƖШƣŸШƣőĲШ ììШ~É]ШŸŰШƣőĲШĬƖċŉƣШљsŸŔŰƣШÅĲĦŸůůĲŰĬċƣŔŸŰШŸŉШƣőĲШ ììШ~É]Ш
concerning the reopening of the Channel Scallop stock recovery area on the first Monday 
ċŉƣĲƖШΝΡШ§ĦƣŸĤĲƖњ

Awaiting response

16/06/2026
NWWAC Advice on the implementation of Technical Measures and Rebuilding Plans in the 
context of EUтUK fisheries management Awaiting response

24/06/2026 NWWAC/NSAC Advice on Skates & Rays Management Awaiting response

25/06/2026
NWWAC response to the public consultation on the Revision of the Maritime Spatial 
Planning Directive/the Ocean Act

No response expected (public 
consultation)


