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• Cod
• Haddock
• Sole
• Plaice
• Seabass
IN AUTUMN:
• Whiting
• Nephrops (FUs 14-

15-19)
• Rays and skates
• Spurdog

Irish Sea (7.a)
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Cod in the Irish Sea (7.a)
Advice for 2027-2028,  MSY and PA: Catch 0 t, no change

• F below FMSY
• SSB below Blim
• SSB will remain 

below Blim
under all catch 
scenarios

• 3 incomplete 
surveys
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Cod in the Irish Sea (7.a)

• 2024 recruitment now estimated by the model, revised down 
• Fewer fish available for sampling on surveys and in fisheries
• SSB is below Blim despite uncertainty from missing surveys and 

fewer samples

Advice for 2027-2028,  MSY and PA: Catch 0 t, no change
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Cod in the Irish Sea (7.a)
Catch (2025) : 32 t (6% discards)
F (2026) = 0.0097 (Average F 2023-2025)
SSB (2027)=  3 416 t < Blim (9 364 t)     FMSY= 0.171

.

SS3

Excludes 
landings 33E2 
and 33E3 
(part of 7e-k); 
in 2025 2.3% 
of catch in 
division 7a
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Cod in the Irish Sea (7.a)

Feco is a dynamic reference point. The cod indicator remains in a low state.

.

Left: time-series of inverted 
sea-surface temperature (SST; 
three-year lag) rescaled 
between zero and one, which 
informs the status of the 
indicator (Is) in 2026 compared 
with previous years.

Right: the status of the 
indicator determines the 
placement of the Feco reference 
point within FMSY ranges (ICES, 
2019, 2020, 2023a).
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Haddock in the Irish Sea (7.a)
Advice for 2027-2028, PA: Catch: ≤ 586 t advice, no change*

• *2026 advice reissued 
November 2025

• Cat 1 --> Cat 5 in late 
2025 due to issues 
detected in input data

• Advice based on 
recent catches

• Most catch is 
discarded: 65% 
average 2023-2025

• Catch (2025) : 233 t 
(78% discards)

Landings from south of Division 7.a (rectangles 33E2-3) are part of 7b-k 4.93 times landings rest of Div 7a
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Plaice in the Irish Sea (7.a)
Advice for 2027, MSY and PA: Catch 0 t,  -100%

• SSB below Blim
• F above FMSY , below FPA
• Stock size reduced 

after recent low 
recruitments

• 3 missing surveys 
(minimal impact)

• Majority of catch now 
discarded
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Plaice in the Irish Sea (7.a)
Catch (2025) : 833 t (89 % discards, 40% of these esimated to survive)
F(2026)= 0.27 (Avg F 2023-2025), SSB (2027)= 3 209 t < Blim (3 958 t),  FMSY= 0.196

SAM 
assessment
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Sole in the Irish Sea (7.a)
Advice for 2027, MSY: < 548 t advice, <+1% change

• F above FMSY & FPA
• SSB above MSY 

Btrigger
• Downward revision 

of recruitment 
estimates in recent 
years (retro)

• Improved maturity 
at age estimation

• Survey incomplete 
but negligible 
impact on 
assessment
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Sole in the Irish Sea (7.a)
Catch (2025) : 579t (19 % discards)
F(2026) = 0.175 (average 2023-2025)
SSB (2027)=  4306 > MSYBtrigger (3 129)   FMSY= 0.164

SAM
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Advice for 2027, MSY: Total removals ≤ 5 576 t: advice +7.6%

• SSB above  MSY Btrigger
• F below FMSY
• Advice applies to the 

sum of commercial 
and recreational 
catches, accounting 
for survival of released 
fish

• 17.1% caught here 
originate in Bay of 
Biscay; accounted in 
assessments

Sea bass in divisions 4.b–c, 7.a, and 7.d–h 

EU MAP : Catch: 4814 – 5576 t



13Catch 2025: 4 508 t (1 517 t comm., 629 t disc. and 2 362 t recreational)
F (2026)= 0.112 (average 2023-2025)
SSB (2027) = 26 842 > Blim 15 666 t and  > MSY Btrigger= 19 339t; FMSY = 0.170

SS3
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Nephrops

New advice released in autumn
Management should be at FU level
https://ices-taf.shinyapps.io/advicexplorer/

FU Advice 
2026

Change Basis

14 – Irish Sea, East < 304 t +2.2% MSY

15 – Irish Sea, West < 6493 t -35% MSY

19 – Irish Sea, Celtic Sea, 
eastern part of southwest 
Ireland

317-357 t -17.6% MAP

https://ices-taf.shinyapps.io/advicexplorer/
https://ices-taf.shinyapps.io/advicexplorer/
https://ices-taf.shinyapps.io/advicexplorer/


Ongoing work
• Age reading work for 7a whiting
• Benchmark Scheduled for 2028

o Irish Sea haddock
• Considering benchmark proposal for 2029

o Irish Sea cod
o Irish Sea plaice
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Thank you
Sarah Gaichas, Sarah.Gaichas@ices.dk

https://ices.dk/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.facebook.com/ICESmarine/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/icesmarine/posts/?feedView=all
https://www.youtube.com/@ICESmarine
https://bsky.app/profile/ices-eu.bsky.social
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https://www.linkedin.com/company/icesmarine/posts/?feedView=all
https://www.youtube.com/ICESmarine
https://bsky.app/profile/ices-eu.bsky.social
mailto:Sarah.Gaichas@ices.dk
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